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PREFACE. 



Thi& extraordinary pi-ogresi* which has 
of late years been made in almost every 
hraikch of ge&eral knowledge^ has ne- 
cessarily created a spirit of investigar- 
tion and enquiry, which perhaps never 
existed at any former period* It is not 
a little to the credit of the present gene- 
ration that it should have taken advan* 
tage of the tranquillity which generally 
prevail, to explore countries, and pe- 
netrate into regions, hitherto considered 
impervious and unattainable. Nor i» 
it only tlie North Pole, or the interior 



iwi93375 



Digitized by 



Google 



VI PREFACE. 

of Asia and Africa, to which modern 
researches have been successfully di- 
rected. Even in the districts best 
known to us, much remained to be ex- 
amiiied and learnt, and in none more 
than in those countries which the genius 
and achievements of antiquity have 
immortalized. 

But to no portion of the ancient 
world has the attention of modern tra- 
veDers been directed with greater zeal 
than ito Egypt. Though it cannot be 
denied that that country is not so 
strongly bound to us by the tie of early 
association ; that every spot has not its 
recollections, nor every stone its history: 
yet the perfection, the number, and, 
above all, the stupendous grandeur of 
the ruins which remain t6 attest its an- 
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PREFACE. VU 

cient magnificeoce^ create sensations 
of wonder and admiration not to be 
excited elsewhere. Nor is it less a 
matter of curiosity and surprize that, 
by means of the sculpture and painting, 
which every where abound, we are let 
into an intimate acquaintance with the 
domestic economy of a people who had 
fallen off from their splendour before 
authentic records begin; and whose 
history is only known to us through 
a fabulous or confessedly doubtful 
medium. 

Notwithstanding, however, the mine 
of antiquarian riches which is to be 
found in Upper Egypt, the Pyramids, 
till within these very few years, were 
considered the " Ultima Thule"" of the 
most ambitious travellers : and though 
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one or two bold adventurers had buc« 
ceeded in penetrating as far as the con« 
fines of Nttbia^ this could only be done 
at Certain favourable opportunities^ 
and even then was attended with no 
slight degree of difficulty and danger. 

But events have of late occurred 
materially to alter the state of that ill^ 
fated country. Since the distracted 
tyranny of the Mameluke Beys, has 
been replaced by the sturdy despotism 
of the Turkish Pashas^ the government 
has assumed a degree of strength and 
security almost unknown before : the 
consequence is^ that not only have the 
fellahs* been reduced to a state of per- 
fect subordination ; but even tfie Ber- 

♦ The population of Egypt, who are not Turks, arc 
called in general fellahs. 
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PJtSFACB. IX 

hen of Nubia, who join Egypt on the 
South, and the wandering Arabs, who 
long infested its borders on the West, 
have been rendered tributary and de^ 
pendant. 

It was under these favourable cir- 
cumstances that I landed in that coun- 
try at the end of the year 1818, pre- 
paratory to a general tour of the Turk- 
ish dominions ; and the Oases having 
befen represented to me as objects of 
curiosity, which might probably now 
be investigated with safety and success, 
I had contemplated, if not actually 
determined upon, a journey to them, 
previous to my arrival in Egypt 
Though I have treated the subject at 
some length hereafter, it may not be 
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X PREFACE. 

improper to say a few words here as to 
their number and situation. 

The Oases have been generally sup- 
posed both by antient and modern 
geographers to be three in number, 
nor am I aware that this opinion had 
ever been controverted before. The 
most northern is that of Siwah, which 
has been explored by Messrs. Browne 
and Horneman ; and though they were 
disappointed with the extent of the 
ruins, they found, yet from the accounts 
in ancient authors, and.more especially 
from recent discoveries made there by 
the agents of Mr. Bankes, there is little 
room to doubt that this was the site of 
the celebrated temple of Jupiter Am- 
mon. The second, the Oasis Parva of 
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PREFACE. XI 

geographers had been variously laid 
down, but its locality appears to have 
been determined by Mr. Belzoni, 
though he visited it under the impres- 
sion that here might have been the 
temple above mentioned. The third, 
the Oasis Magna, was well known to 
commence about the latitude of 
Thebes ; and, as it is the first stage for 
caravans which travel between Egypt 
and the interior of Africa, a few Eu- 
ropeans had before passed through it, 
and among others, Browne in his jour- 
ney to Dar FAr. It is however re- 
markable, that neither he, nor any 
traveller who preceded him, knew of 
three very beautiful temples, and a 
singular necropolis or mummy town 
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which lie scarcelj out of the route* 
Theie magnificent rui&» we visited 
about eight months after M; Caillaud 
first found them out, and to the best 
of my belief, no account of thein has 
yet been published*. It remained to 
us to discover a fourth Oasis lying to 
the westward of that last mentioned j 
the existence of which, if suspected, 
had never been previously ascertained^ 
The narrative contained in the foU 
loMTing pages, comprises a journey of 
near six hundred miles, and is nearly 
a transcript of a diary kept in conunon 

* The work of the French Institute, containing the 
Joarnals of Messrs^ Cailliaud and Drovetti have beei» 
published since this was written. I have made some 
supplementary remarks upon their statements at the 
ead of this book. 
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with my jTellowr^traveltoi. To one of 
them the Reyerend Robert Maatcar, I 
am indebted for some of the sketches 
which embellish this work, and I can 
most wiHingly vouch for their faiths- 
fulness and accuracy. The plans were 
drawn from measurements made by us 
with a graduated line : but m to the 
maps I can only answer for their giving 
a general idea of die country through 
which we passed. As we had not the 
means of teiking observations, thi^y 
are merely laid down from calculations 
derived from <jomparing the camel's 
march with the points of the compass, 
and by conferring our own remarks 
with information obtained from the 
natives. 
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In order effectually to prove our 
claim to the discovery of the farther 
Oasis, I have brought together all I 
have been able to find respecting these 
interesting spots ; the accounts of an^ 
cient and Arabic authors, the reports 
of travellers, and the various systems 
of geographers who have treated upon 
them. I have but to add, that the mi- 
nute detail I have entered into respect- 
ing the Bedouins, can only be justified 
by the curiosity generially excited by 
the manners and customs of the No- 
made tribes ; and if any other portion 
of this narrative appears brief and su- 
perficial, I must plead, as an excuse, 
that our notes were taken without the 
remotest view to publication. I sin- 
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PREFACE. XV 

cerely hope, however, that the little 
information I have had the means of 
communicating, may turn the attention 
of future travellers to objects of curi- 
osity, which will well repay the little 
trouble they may encounter in their 
journey to them, and that we may 
hereafter receive the results of a fuller 
and more perfect investigation. 
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Page My line « from tiie bottem of tli« jpag*, /m* Uito Latia, 

r««linl«atiii. 
— * 37, line ll^or I have mentioned^ read I have mentloBecl 

above* 
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ERRATUM. 



Page 132.— Four lines from the bottom in the note, for 
Emperor read Emperors. 



Preface, page xii. Note, three lines from the bottom, for 
" have been read " has been,'' 



which generally prevails during the sum- 
mer and autumnal months, our progress 
wa3 so slow, that in three weeks we had 
not advanced above one third of the distance 
even to the lower cataracts at Assouan. 

I had been strongly recommended to visit 
if possible the Oases in the desert of Upper 
Egypt, of which so little had hitherto been 
known, and Mr. Belzoni, whom we met on 

B 
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On the 14th of January 1819, I left Cairo, 
accompanied by my friends Messrs, Hogh- 
toni and Master, aud having made an ex- 
cursion to the pyramids, we joined our boat 
at Bedrieshiem near the ruins of Memphis, 
for the purpose of proceeding southwards. 

Having unfortunately arrived in Egypt 
too late to avail ourselves of the north wind 
which generally prevails during the sum- 
mer and autumnal months, our progress 
wag so slow, that in three weeks we had 
not advanced above one third of the distance 
even to the lower cataracts at Assouan. 

I had been strongly recommended to visit 
if possible the Oases in the desert of Upper 
Egypt, of which so little had hitherto been 
known, and Mr. Belzoni, whom we met on 

B 
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2 JOURNEY TO TWO OF THE 

the Nile, very much encouraged this under- 
taking. He informed us they were supposed 
to be two in number, and that M. Cailliaud 
had about eight months before reached one 
of them, in which he had discovered some 
very interesting remains of antiquity. The 
other he believed had never been investi- 
gated, but he understood thftt M« Drovetti 
bad, or was about to make the attempts. 

The tranquil state of the country and, 
above all, the prospect of exploring a dis« 
trict hitherto unknown, made us enter very 
warmly into the idea, and determined us 
to put om: puipose into execution as soon 
as possible^ Belzoni advised our commetic* 
ing our journey from £sne, as the governor 
of that place would be very ready to aSotd 
us every assistance : but on our arrival at 
Siout on the 7*^ of February, being in* 
formed that M» Drov^tti had set out for tii« 
Oases from hence three days before, we 
resolved to lose no time in following him. 

i^out stands about a mile from the river 
on tl^ left bank, and pr<>bably occupies tiie 
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OASES OP UPPER EGYPT. 9 

site of the ancient Lycopdis. It makes a 
good appearance at a distance, and is better 
built than is usual in this country^ though 
the houses are mostly, if not all, of mud. 
A tolerable palace has lately been erected 
here by Ibrahim Pasha, son to Mohammed 
All Pasha of Egjrpt, and a new mosque 
with its minaret is not inelegant. This 
town is considered as the capital of Upper 
Egypt, and though the exact period of its 
foundation cannot now be ascertained, it is 
clear that it has long been a place of emi- 
nence since Abd-Allatif, who made a census 
for the sultan Melek Alaschief Shuban, 
in the year of the Hegira777* (A.D, 1376), 
among the provinces mentions that of 
Osyout 

The present governor, whose name has 
escaped my memory, is Deftar-dar Bey, or 
Minister of Finance, and has a very ex- 
tended jurisdiction. He is a fine looking 
man of about forty, and is son-inJaw to 
Mohammed Ali. The honour of this con- 
B 2 
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* JOURNEY TO TWO OF THE 

nexion, however, brings with it some incon* 
veniences, as he is in consequence not al* 
lowed to avail himself of the Mohammedan 
privilege of Polygamy* : neither is it con* 
sistent with etiquette that the Pasha's 
daughter should leave the capital, so that 
he pays her an annual visit at Cairo. 

On presenting to him a letter we had 
brought from the Kaija Beyt, and inform- 
ing him of our proposed expedition, he 
received us very civilly, declared himself 
willing to serve us, and giving us a letter 
to the shehk of the Bedouins, requested 
we would let him hear of our safe return. 

We were detained the whole of the 8th 

♦ The same custom is observed at Constantinople. 
Whenever one of the princesses is given by the sultan 
in marriage to a favourite grandee, slie still retains all 
the attributes of royalty ; exerting despotic authority 
over her husband, and never accompanying him when 
he leaves the capital. He likewise is prohibited mar- 
rying another wife as long as she lives. 

f The Kaija Bey is the Pasha's Lieutenant, through 
whose hands almost all the details of government pass. 
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OASES OP UPPER EGYPT* 5 

at Siout in making preparations for our 
journey, and in the evening witnessed a 
very interesting sight. 

A boat arrived with hadgis or pUgrims 
from Mecca. Nothing could exceed the 
transport with which they were received. 
Crowds flocked down to the shore to wel- 
come them home, arid a multitude of wo- 
men veiled stood above repeating, in a 
warbling manner, the syllable al, al, al, 
which is their cry of joy, ul, ul, ul, being 
liiat of mourning. They all pressed round 
each pilgrim as he landed ; the men warmly 
embracing him, the women, unless nearly 
related, only kissing his garment. After a 
few minutes spent in congratulations, the 
pilgrims mounted asses which had been 
brought down for them to the shore, and 
proceeded to the town, accompanied by the 
whole assemblage, testifying their joy with 
the most lively acclamations. I have seldom 
been present at a more animated or agree- 
able scene. 

The following morning we set out on our 
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6 JOURNEY TO TWO OF THE 

journey; the baggage packed on three 
camels, and ourselves mounted on asses. 
These latter animals, though smaller even 
than those in England* and very slightly 
made, possess in this genial climate as- 
tonishing strength and vigour, and I have 
frequently rode one a whole day, my feet 
nearly if not quite touching the ground, 
without its showing the slightest appearance 
of fatigue. 

Before our departure we put on the Ma- 
meluke dresses we had provided ourselves 
with at Cairo, but though this was strongly 
recommended to us, we found afterwards 
there was not the least occasion for so doing. 

Our costume consisted of a cloth jacket 
reaching to the hips, the sleeves terminating 
just below the elbow ; a coarse silk waist- 
coat with long open sleeves extending be- 
yond the extremities of the fingers, and but- 
toning up close round the neck, leaving 
the throat bare ; an immense pair of cloth 
trowsers, red slippers, and a turban of white 
muslin. A turkisb sabre was slung across 
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our shoulder, and round the waist we wore 
a Mecca shawl resembling the Cashmei*^] 
hut of a coarser quality, withiu which we 
carried a dagger. This, with the addition of 
a brace of pistols hanging under the left 
arm, completes the dress worn by the Mame- 
lukes, and is also that of the Turkish ca* 
valry. 

After riding four or five hours in a north 
westerly direction, we reached Beniali about 
three o'clock, and proceeded to the house 
of the shehk* Daoud Waffee, We found 
him sitting within the porch of his house 
surrounded by a few of his people, and some 
pilgrims from Barbary. After the first salu- 

* In Egypt every village, and among the Bedouins 
each tribe has its shehk or chief, who is vested with a 
considerable degree of authority. Saints or Santons 
are called likewise in Arabic shehks. There are many 
of these partially, if not entirely insane, who by ex- 
posing themselves in a state of nudity, gain a great cha- 
racter for sanctity, and are supposed to be especially 
protected by Heaven. They subsist upon charity, and 
at their death buildings like small mosques are erected 
over their Unabs, ihmI held in great veneration. 

7 
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taticms, co£fee was brought round, which was 
followed by a repast of bread, honey, and 
sour cheese, placed on a small copper table, 
round which we sat on the ground. The 
shehk spoke much of the mutual friendship 
subsisting between the English and Be- 
douins, during our war in the country, and 
expressed his high respect for our nation. 
On reading the Deftar-dar Bey's letter, he 
promised to procure whatever would be re- 
quisite for our journey, but hinted the ne- 
cessity of our riding camels, as he feared 
he should be unable to provide us with 
horses. We then presented him with a watch 
we had purchased at Siout, manufactured in 
England, but expressly for the Turkish mar- 
ket. With this he appeared highly delighted, 
and insisted on our sleeping in his house, an 
invitation we of course readily accepted. 

Towards the evening we went to see the 
shehk*s horses, which were tethered in a 
large open plain. None of them appeared 
fine, being of the Egyptian breed, which is 
heavy, and quite unlike the Arab. From 
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bis nephew, who accompanied us, we leamt 
a little of our host's history. 

Shehk Daoud WaflFee, is acknowledged 
chief of that portion of the Ababde tribe 
of Bedouins, which inhabits the African 
border of Egypt. His father, Abou WaflFee, 
possessed a thousand black slaves, and, be- 
sides fourteen villages which actually de- 
pended upon him, several more were glad to 
purchase his protection, by a regular tri- 
bute. During the last war he took part 
with the Mamelukes and English, and had 
occasionally the means of aflpording us es- 
sential service, particularly at the blockade 
of Alexandria by the Turks in 1807, when 
his Arabs supplied our army with provisions. 
The war, together with the treachery of a 
black slave, to whom Abou had entrusted 
large sums, conspired to ruin him, and he 
left little except his rank to his son. Such, 
however, is the feodal attachment of the Be- 
douins to their shehks, that Daoud Waflfee, 
though possessed of no real power, is still 
looked up to as their chief, and all nego- 
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tiations with the government are carried on 
through him. 

On our return, we found that shehk Ha- 
met who commanded a neighbouring camp^ 
had arrived during our absence, and Daoud 
informing us that it was with him we were 
to make our final arrangements, we thought 
it advisable to conciliate his good*will by 
giving him also a watch. 

Supper was shortly after introduced, 
which was laid out in the same manner as 
the preceding meal. It consisted of a large 
pillaf of rice dressed with oil, and mixed 
when eaten with honey ; a joint of mutton y 
five or six more dishes of boiled and stewed 
meat ; and a chicken in broth. Our host tore 
up the large pieces with his fingers, and dis- 
tributed them round, giving us those he con. 
sidered best We sat down first with a few 
of the principal persons, and were replaced 
by the inferior and servants ; when they 
were satisfied, whoever passed by, was called 
in till the whole was consumed. Both be- 
fore and after supper, water for our hands 
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OASES OF UPPER EGYPT. 11 

was brought round by a black slave, as all 
had eaten promiscuously with their fingers, 
though wooden spoons were used for the 
rice. When all the guests, except Hamet 
and ourselves, were gone, we were much 
amused with a hint Daoud gave us to pro* 
duce some beverage more potent than water. 
As he could not with decency ask directly 
for it, he begged we would not scruple to 
drink any thing we might have with u&. 
This at first we declined doing, out of re* 
spect to his religious prejudices, supposing 
he meant it only as a compliment ; but, upon 
his pressing it, we brought out a bottle of 
brandy, which proved of great service to 
us, and had the happiest efiect upon him 
possible. By the time he had drank five or 
six glasses, we were the dearest friends he 
had, and as he conceived riding camels 
would fatigue us, he promised us horses, 
notwithstanding he had before pronounced 
it impossible to procure them. When we 
retired for the night he came into our apart- 
ment, which, hke the rest of the house. 
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was built of mud, to see that we wanted 
nothing, and sitting down for a few minutes 
appeared much pleased with our portable 
beds. 

We met next morning at breakfast, 
which was composed of very good bread, 
pancakes, meat, omelette, and dates. Soon 
after we took leave of our hospitable friend. 
At parting, he expressed great regret at 
not being able himself to accompany us to 
the Oases, but requested us to write down 
our names, that in case of his visiting Eng- 
land, which he much wished to do, from 
the reception Mohammed Elfy Bey met 
with, about twenty years before, he might 
know to whom to apply : he likewise urged 
us to caU on him on our return, and to re- 
commend any of our countrymen who 
pased that way to do the same. 

In about two hours, escorted by shehk 
Hamet, we reached the Bedouin camp, and 
pitched our tent close to his in the middle 
of a field of rich pasture. The remainder 
of the day was occupied in bargaining with 
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the Arabs^ and, after much discussaon, it 
was finally settled that we should have six 
men to attend us, each providing a horse 
at the rate of a hundred piastres*, and two 
camels at seventy a-piece. The horses were 
for our three selves, two servants, and in- 
terpreter; and though our baggage was by 
jio means heavy, twelve camels were consi- 
dered necessary in order to carry water suf- 
ficient for so many through the desert 

After sun-set Hamet invited us to sup 
with him, and in the evening entertained 
us with a concert. The musicians were 
three Dervishes, one of whom beat time on 
a tambourine with the fingers of one hand 
and the palm of the other, whilst they all 

* The Pasha of Egypt is, I believe, the only one 
who enjoys the privilege of regulating his own cur- 
rency. The gold he receives from Constantinople, 
)but the silver he coins himself. His narrow policy 
has tempted him perpetually and arbitrarily to alter 
the standard^ much to the inconvenience and detri- 
ment of commerce. At the time I am speaking of, 
ten piastres were equivalent to a Spanish dollar, but 
their value is constantly fluctuating. 
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14 JOURNEY TO TWO OF THE 

joined in singing, or rather howling a moat 
discordant monotonous ditty. 

Feb. 11th. — Our guides not being in rear 
diness, we occupied this morning in wan- 
dering about the camp, and observing the 
peculiarities of the extraordinary people we 
were amongst* It was impossible not to be 
forcibly struck with the scene around us. 
The manners of the Bedouins of the nine- 
teenth century differ but little from those 
of the immediate descendants of Ishmael, 
and we were now witnesses to the pri- 
mitive simplicity of the patriarchal ages ; 
which, through a period of near four thou- 
sand years, has, by means of this singular 
race, been handed down to us unimpaired. 

The whole encampment consisted of four 
hundred families, and was dispersed about 
some rich meadows on the border of the 
desert Three tents belonged to Hamet, 
in one of which were the women. Forty 
camels, three horses, with a considerable 
number of cows, sheep, and goats com- 
posed his stock, which were all, excepting 
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the camds, btougfat dose round his dwel- 
ling at night* The Bedouins vahie most 
highly the female camels and mares. Five 
hundred piastres are frequently given for 
the former^ and| as the Egyptian breed o£ 
horses is very heavy> and more strong than 
active* the genuine Arabian is considered 
invaluable. They are extremely rare, and , 
when of pure extraction, are estimated as 
high as fifteen thousand piastres; a sum B^ 
douius are seldom likely to possess. 

I was much surprised at their mode of 
treatment of a young cameL As soon as it 
was bom they squeezed and struck its legs 
most unmercifully against the ground for 
some minutes. At first, I conceived this 
violaice arose from disappointment at some 
defect or deformity^ and that they would 
infallibly kill it; but it appeared they treated 
it thus roughly, merdy for the purpose of 
refidering the joints supp^ ; axd in a very 
short time the animal was able to fitaiMi» 
and receive nutriment J&om the mothec 
When two or three montiis did tiie flesh is 
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16 JOURNEY TO TWO OF THE 

said to be good, and the milk of the female 
is veiy nutritious and palatable. 

Lord Bacon has observed, " that he 
that travelleth into a country before he hath 
some entrance into the language, goeth to 
school, and hot to travel/* This ignorance 
is common to nearly every European who 
visits Egypt, or the Levant, The gram- 
matical Arabic differs so materially from the 
<^olloquial, that even should they previously 
have studied it, few have either time or 
inclination to remain in these countries long 
enough to acquire a facility in conversing : 
an inconvenience which is most sensibly felt 
by all travellers, and suflSciently accounts 
for the mistakes frequently found in their 
journals. Nor does the assistance of an in- 
terpreter essentially obviate this difficulty. 
It is certainly true that good ones are to 
be found ; but, for the most part, any na- 
tive or resident who has acquired a smat- 
tering of French, or the lingua Franca, 
the Levantihe Italian, considers himself per- 
fectly qualified to undertake the important 
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and lucrative ofHce of dragojuan'^. Ours 
at this period was a Cypriot by birth, of the 
name of Luigi Giorgio He was conver- 
sant enough with the common dialect of 
Egypt, but was not a little puzzled with 
its occasional differences with that of the 
Bedouins ; and, from the few words we had 
been able to pick up, we more than once 
detected him, either ignorantly or wilfully, 
giving a wrong interpretation. Added to 
this, he was so eminently deficient in French, 
the language in which he chose to make his 
communications to us, that we constantly 
experienced much difficulty in understand- 
ing him. The consequence is, I feel much 
diffidence in vouching for the correctness 
of information obtained through such a 
medium. 

The rigorous power of the Pasha has re- 
duced these wandering tribes to a state of 
dependance. By virtue of an agreement, 
they are retained in his service as irregular 

* Dragomano is the Venetian corruption of the 
Turkish word Tergiman which signifies interpreter. 
C 
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troops ; and Shekh Hamet who commaiids 
400 families^ receives annually 35,000 pias- 
tres to distribute among them. The Be* 
douinsy who inhabit villages, pay regular 
tribute^ but those who have no fixed resi- 
dence, and live in tentSj^ remove from the 
desert when the inundation of the Nile sub- 
sides, to the borders of Egypt, where they 
rent certain porticms of corn-land, at the 
rate, I was informed, of a tenth of the pro- 
duce. From the extreme luxuriance of the 
soil, they are allowed the free use of pas- 
turage. 

The characteristic dress of the Bedouins 
is a Bemooz or white Barbary cloak, thrown 
across the shoulder, which, forming a sort 
of hood, is bound close to the head by a 
dark-coloured shawl. Under this they wear 
nothing but a shirt, fastened round the waist 
by a leathern belt, and their arms are a 
gun, or matchlock, and a brace of long pis- 
tols. Their domestic furniture is the simplest 
possible, allowing them to decamp at a few 
minutes' notice; and, when on a march, 
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they carry the women on camels, in a 
wooden machine resembling panniers. 

We had frequent opportunities during 
our journey of seeing the Bedouin mode of 
attack, which our guides were in the habit 
of practising for exercise and amusement. 
It consists in riding at the enemy at full 
speed; firing their gun, or pistols; wheel- 
ing round; loading them again; and then 
returning to the charge. This is performed 
with wonderful agility, and the perfect com- 
mand they have over their horses enables 
them to execute their manoeuvres with the 
greatest nicety and precision. The curb 
they use is a ring of iron, attached to the 
bit, which is so severe, that the horses are 
easily checked or even stopped when at the 
utmost extent of their speed: and on the 
banks of the Jordan I saw an Arab drop 
the end of a long spear on the ground, and 
retaining hold of it in the middle with his 
right hand, wheel round it without ever 
slackening his pace. 
Our preparations being completed, we set 
c2 
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out at five o'clodk in the afternoon of the 
11th. Shekh Hamet accompanied us as far 
as the confines of the desert, which we short- 
ly reached, and then took his leave. As 
we gradually lost sight of the Nile, and 
its luxuriant banks, a new world seemed to 
open to our view. Nothing was to be seen 
but a vast immeasurable plain of sand, ex- 
tending itself in all directions, over which 
the eye searched in vain an object to rest 
upon. The hardihood which Horace* 
ascribes to the earliest navigator, might 
with equal truth be applied to those who 
first ventured to explore these inhospitable 
tracts. Though we were following a regu- 
lar line of commimication, there was some- 
thing awful, I might almost say, in the sen- 
sation, that we had now, as it were, passed 
the bounds Natm-e had marked to the ha- 
bitable portictti of the earth. Not a vestige 

* Illi robur et aes triplex 

Circa pectus erat, qui fragilem truci 
Commisit pelago ratem 
Primus, — Hob. lib. 1 . Od. S. 
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of cultivation, nor even a blade of grass, 
were to be seen, and, except the carcases 
of camels which lined our path at no great 
intervals for the whole extent of our course, 
there was nothing to remind us that this 
route was ever frequented. It was impos- 
sible, too, not to feel some degree of anxiety 
with respect to the result of our expedition. 
Our guides, though not numerous enough 
themselves to molest, might easily have 
betrayed or deserted us ; and our distrust 
was the less unreasonable, from the experi- 
ence of modem travellers having done 
much towards destroying the opinion of 
the incorruptible fidelity of the Arab tribes. 
Oiu" suspicions, however, proved groimd- 
less. We found no cause to complain of 
our companions, except their pilfering a few 
small articles of no value ; and in the in- 
habited spots we were received with a 
degree of hospitality rarely met with in 
more civilized parts of the world. 

It is rather singular, that, until our ani-* 
vai at the first Oasis, we could not discover 
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to which we were bound. Every account 
we obtained, both before we set out, and 
from our guides on the way, was so vague, 
that we could form no idea either of the 
distance or situation : and having no maps 
to direct us, we were kept in continual 
uncertainty. 

At nine o'clock we pitched our tents for 
the night, and the baggage being collected 
close round us^ our servants thought it ex* 
pedient to watch : a precaution we found 
unnecessary, and ever afterwards discon-* 
tinued. 

The four following days we continued 
our journey uninterruptedly. As it was not 
advisable to leave the baggage at any dis- 
tance, we were never able to exceed a foot- 
space, which added materially to the &tigue 
and ennui of a daily march of thirteen 
hours. 

It has been asserted that the camel's 
pace never varies, but this is by no means 
the case. When fresh in the mcxning, or 
approaching a place where they expect to 
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find water, they quicken their st^s con- 
siderably, and flag in proportion when wea- 
ried. To judge, from walking by their side, 
we calculated that three miles an hour in 
a short journey, and something less in a 
longer one, was a fair average, as our 
camels were but lightly laden. Nor is the 
common idea correct that they only roar 
when overladen : they do so whenever any 
burden is put upon them j but if they feel 
it too heavy, they will frequently not rise 
from their knees till part is removed. 
Though occasionally vicious, they are fot 
the most part gentle and docile, except 
about the month of May, when they ar^ 
very unmanageable. TTie power of enduring 
fatigue, with which this wonderful animal 
is endued, has not been overrated. Our 
Bedouins assured us that they not unusually 
travel with them, even when heaviest laden, 
eighteen hours out of the twenty-four, and 
that for several days together. Their fa- 
culty also of abstaining from drinking, 
much exceeds what I had imagined, for, on 
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this occasion, nearly seventy hours elapsed 
from the time they started to their arrival 
at the first well. In their food they are not 
much less abstemious ; a- small proportion 
of chopped straw, and beans, or sometimes 
barley, was all that was given to them 
daily. 

The general appearance of the desert, 
when we first entered it, was, as I mentioned 
above, that of a vast and level plaip ; but 
as we proceeded we found greater variety 
of surface, and in some places hills even of 
considerable magnitude. The rock of which 
the desert is composed, for the most part is 
impregnated with iron, and, in many places, 
exhibits visible traces of the agency of fire. 
The sand is usually of a very fine sub- 
stance, though sometimes assuming the con- 
sistency of gravel, and is rarely deep, except 
when drifted. 

On the 15th, about noon, we passed for 
some distance among hillocks, resembling 
artificial heaps. They seem exactiy to cor- 
respond with those Belzoni describes in his 
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journey to the more northern Oasis, and 
which, he imagines, are the tombs of Cam« 
byses's army : but I have little doubt of 
their being natural, as they are found all 
over the desert. 

We frequently saw coveys of partridges* 
as far even as seventy or eighty miles from 
water and cultivation. They are of a dingy 
sand colour, and, it is worthy of remark, 
that both here, and in the desert of Sue2^ 
several species of animals, reptiles, and in- 
sects, such as hares, lizards, ants, &c., have 
this peculiarity. The effect appears to be 
similar to that which has been observed 
in very northern regions, where animals and 
birds become, during the Winter months, 
white or gray. 

The superstition of the Arabs has been 

* Probably the Perdix ^gyptiaca, which the Jesuit 
Missionary calls Quatha ; for, he says, the real^ par- 
tridge is only found near the monastery of St. Anthony, 
on the borders of the Red Sea. 

Lettres Edifiantes, Vol. VI. p. 120* 
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often remarked, and we saw a curious spe- 
cimen of it. Our attention was attracted 
by a large heap of cordage collected to- 
gether; and, on enquiry, were informed 
that it covered a tomb which was cotisidered 
sacred. A driver, formerly travelling this 
way during summer, with five camels, had 
the misfortune to see them all drop down 
dead, the last at this place. Upon that, he 
became a recluse, and, fixing his residence 
here, was provided by each caravan, as it 
passed, with dates, rice, and water, for his 
sustenance. After his death, being consi- 
dered a saint, he was oddly enough ac- 
counted the preserver of camels. For some 
time the caravans continued their usual 
contributions ; finding, however, at length, 
that this holy person's appetite had declined, 
they omitted doing so ; but, whenever a 
camel dies, they make a point of offering 
him all its cordage and fodder, which on 
no account do they ever allow to be touched. 
There is, in consequence, a great accumu- 
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lation ; for as unfortunately the saint^s in- 
fluence is not very powerful, nuinb^3 of 
them perish during the hot season. 

We now began to experience serious in- 
convenience from the want of water. The 
perpetual shaking soon caused that we had 
brought with us to imbibe a rancid taste^ 
from the goat-skins in which it was carried, 
but even this was nearly exhausted, and 
though we had more than once obtained a 
small supply from caravans we met, we had 
no longer any to give our horses, and scarce 
enough for oiu^lves. It was necessary on 
this account that we should make a forced 
march, in order that we might reach our 
first point of destmation as soon as possible. 
After travelling, therefore, the whole day, 
we rested a few hours in oujr clothes, and at. 
midnight again set out. 

About two o'clock the following morning, 
Feb. I6th, we observed our guides lighting 
their matchlocks, and assuming an unusual 
degree of precaution. It appeared we were 
approaching a pass where a party of them 
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waslast year attacked, and cut to pieces by 
some Mograbin Bedouins. This spot was 
a narrow dell, into which we descended by 
a path somewhat precipitous.^ Our Arabs 
took the lead, and we followed one by one. 
The broad lights and shades reflected by the 
inoon on the broken surface of the rocks, 
^ded to the dead silence which prevailed 
as our caravan wound slowly down into the 
defile, rendered the scene striking and pic- 
turesqucr 

To our infinite joy towards eight o'clock 
we perceived in the distance some scatter- 
ed palm trees ; and, in the course of an 
hour, found ourselves at the first village in 
the farther Oasis, called Bellata. Here we 
pitched our tents, and were not sorry to en- 
joy some repose after our fatigue, having 
been on horseback twenty hours out of the 
last twenty-six. Our course, from the time 
we entered the desert, had been nearly due 
south-west, and as we had occupied sixty- 
four hours on our march from the Bedouin 
camp to this place, we calculated we had 
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travelled about a hundred and seveBty-eight 
English miles. 

The geography of these remote districts 
is not easy to be understood from the am- 
biguous usage of the Greek word Oasis, 
which is S3n3onimous with the Arabic El 
Ouah, or El Wah, and is evidently derived 
from the same source. The original mean- 
ing is clearly defined, as implying a culti- 
vated spot in a dissert j but the difficulty 
turns upon Oasis being frequently used in 
the singular number, to signify indiscrimi- 
nately either one, or a collection of these 
islands. The Oasis Magna and Farva, for 
instance, are both composed of a certain 
number of spots, yet many authors speak of 
them as if there were but one in each, and 
among others Ptolemy, when laying down 
their latitude. The Arabic geographers 
have given the name of El Wahat to that 
portion of the desert within which all the 
Wahs were supposed to lie ; and Major 
Rennell, in his work on the Geography of 
Herodotus, computes it to extend 350 miles 
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from North to South, and 150 £rom East to 
West. 

Strabo resembles the north of Africa to a 
leopard's skin, being covered with spots of 
cultivation, and Stephanus Byzantinus* ap- 
plies the same term to one of the Oases 
taken in the collective sense. This compari- 
son particularly agrees with the appearance 
of the country we had just arrived at, which 
is that of a plain, dotted about with a few 
insulated tracts of rich and wooded . culti- 
vation. 

It is curious to observe the contradictory 
opinions of different authors respecting the 
general character of the Oases. Herodotus, 
in describing that which the army of Cam- 
byses reached in their march against the 
Ammonians, says, that that region is called 
^ Ma»ag(a9 pijfrot^* or Islands of the Blest ; 
an expression which D'Anville prudently 
* Stephanus Byzantinus was a learned Grammarian 
of the 5th century, who taught at Constantinople, 
and was author of a Geographical Dictionary, of which 
we have an abridgement, made by Hermolaus in the 
reign of Justinian. 
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considers, " un trait de Timagination des 
Grecs." On the other hand. Saint Athana- 
sius, speaking of them as places of banish- 
ment, complains of " the Arians having ex- 
ceeded the Emperor's orders, in exiling old 
men and bishops to places unfrequented and 
inspiring horror ; for some were sent from 
Libya to the Great Oasis, and others from 
the Thebaid to that of Jupiter Aramon." 
Zosimus* and Zonarast mention their de- 
solate state, and Abulfedat, though he al- 

* Zosimus wrote six books of the History of the 
Emperors, in the reign of Theodosius the younger, 
about A. D. 410. The five first and part of the last 
are remaining. 

f Zonaras has left Annals to the death of the Em- 
peror Alexius Comnenus, A. d. 1118. 

:t*Omadeddin Abulfeda Ismael Ben Nasser, was 
sultan of Hameh in Syria, and deposed anno Hegirs 
74S. He is celebrated as the author of two works, one 
Geographical, and the other an Abridgement of Uni- 
versal History. Herbelot Dictionnaire Orientale. — 
Art. Aboulfeda. 

The celebrated professor Michaelis, published ex- 
tracts of his Geography into Latin, with copious and 
learned annotations at Gottingen, 1771* 
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lows them to be luxuriant, says the inhabit- 
ants are wretched; whereas Edrissi * pro- 
nounces them, though formerly inhabited, as 
now possessing no population at all. Fene- 
lon has adopted the idea of savage wildness, 
and accordingly gives full scope to his poetic 
imagination. His picture, though incorrect 
in every point, and probably not intended 
as a local description, is worth producing as 

* Abou Abdallah Mohammed, is called also Al 
Scherif Al Edrissi, by the latter of which Dames he 
is generally known, from the family and royal dynasty 
of Edrissites, descendants of AU, to which he belonged. 
After their expulsion by the Fatimites from the north 
of Africa, where they had reigned for more than a 
century, his race took refuge in Sicily. Edrissi com- 
posed a work on, Geography to explain a globe weigh- 
ing eight hundred marks of silrer, which Roger King 
of Sicily and Calabria had constructed, an. 54*8. of 
the Hegira, a. d. 1153. The Maronites of Paris 
translated and abridged that part of his work which 
relates to Nubia, hence he is called the Nubian Geo- 
grapher. Herbelot, Diet. Orient. — Art. Edrissi. 

Professor Hartmann, published extracts from this 
work, translated into Latin at Gottingen, with valua* 
able notes. 
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coming from so able a hand. Telemachus 
relates, <* Cependant Metophis m'envoya 
vers les montagnes du desert d'Oasis avec 
ses esclaves, afin que je servisse avec eux a 
conduire ses grands troupeaux/' and after-, 
wards, " Pour moi, j'arrivai dans des deserts 
affreux: on y voit des sables brulants au 
milieu des plaines, des neiges qui ne fondent 
jamais, et qui font un hiver perp6tuel snr le 
sommet des montagnes ; et Ton trouve 
seulement, pour nourir les troupeaux, des 
paturages parmi les rochers, vers le milieu 
du penchant de ces montagnes escarpees. 
Les vallees y sont si profondes, qu*^ peine 
le soleil y pent faire luire ses rayons**" 

The metaphorical expression of islands 
which has been made use of by so many 
writers from Herodotus and Strabo to the 
present time, has given rise to, or at least 
encouraged, the idea, that the Oases were 
actually islands at a time when the sea was • 
supposed to have covered the interior of 
* Telem&que^ Liv. 2de, near the beginning. 
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A£rica. Olympiodorus ^9 speaking of the 
Great Oasis says, << the oyster and other 
marine shells found adhering to the stones 
of the mountain which divides it from the 
Thebaid, are evidences of its having been 
an island; besides which there is always 
much sand l3dng, which fills the three 
Oases." As far, however, as met my own 
observation, ][ can by no means give into 
this opinion. 

In the first place,, the sand bears no re- 
semblance to that of the sea, being evident- 
ly caused by the action of the wind upon 
the surface of the rock, which is barren for 
want of moisture. On the other hand, the 
Isthmus of Suez, which we afterwards cross- 
ed on our way to Palestine, and which has 
certainly been once under water, displajrs 

* Olympiodorus apud Photu Biblioth. page 191. 
Olympiodoras, was a native of the Thebaid, and flou- 
. rished in the reign of the 2d Theodosius. He wrote 
twenty- two books of Histories from the reign of Ho- 
norius to the beginning of that of Valentinian, son of 
Constamtius. A porticm of his works were preserved 
by Photius in his compilation called the Bibliotheca. 
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altogether a diflferent appearance. The sand 
is deep, and in all respects like that of a 
beach ; salt or brackish pools are constant* 
ly met with, and various shrubs abound; 
among others the Dwarf Tamarisk *, which 
is for the most part foimd only near water. 
But the circumstance of marine deposits 
existing on the mountains as well as in the 
plains, I certainly think can be refejred to 
no later period, but are either primeval or 
must add to the many testimonies the face 
of the earth exhibits of an universal deluge^ 
The situation too of these insulated spots 
renders it scarcely possible that they could 
ever have been exempt from sl general in- 
undation J for they arc invariably situated 
in a plain, bounded, though sometimes at 
a distance, by mountains, mid little, if at all, 
devated above the level. In short, the 
opinion of Major RenneH, though given 
with some degree of deference, appears to 
me conclusive as to the formation of the 

* The Tamarix Gallica Orientalis of Forskal, Flora 
Egypt. Arab. 

d2 
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Oases : " Is it too much to suppose that the 
foundations of these islands were first laid 
by vegetation occasioned by springs, the 
decay of which vegetation produced soil 
until it increased to the state in which we 
behold them ? They appear universally sur- 
rounded by high lands which will account 
for these springs.'* 

The fertility of the Oases has been de- 
servedly celebrated. Strabo asserts the su- 
periority of the wine j Abulfeda and Edrissi 
mention the luxuriance of the palm trees ; 
and Vansleb* says, " The best dried dates 
are brought from El Wah, which region lies 
three days' journey inland above Siout. 
These dates are so fleshy and sweet that 
others would be considered sour or bitter 
after them.** In another place, he asserts, 
** that from Wah come raisins and good 
dates, common wine, dried cherries, and 

* Vansleb was a Dominican who travelled in Egypt 
and Nubia in the years 167^-3. He published his 
Tour, and also THistoire de TEglise d' Alexandria, at 
Paris, a few years after in 12mo. 
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such like/' The common wine, I suspect^ 
is the date brandy called Rakie, which is 
much used j for all the population of the 
Oases being Mc^ammedan no grape wine 
would be made, though their scruples do 
not extend to the more potent liquor. 

The excellence of the dates of the Less 
Oasis, and the care of the Arabs in watch- 
ing the trees, is noticed by Paul Lucas *, 
but the most circumstantial account is that 
of Olympiodorus, whom I have mentioned. 
Photius t, in quoting from his work, says, 
^* this author asserts many incredible things 
respecting the Oases. That its temperature 
is such, that not only none have the sacred 

* Paul Lucas uras antiquary to Louis XIV. and 
travelled about a century back. 

f Photius^ Patriarch of Constantinople, is cele- 
brated for his genius, and for his struggles for the 
Patriarchate with St. Ignatius, which lasted nearly 
all his life. He died in the reign of the Emperor 
Leo, about A. D. 887. Among other works his Bib- 
liotheca is particularly esteemed, in which he cites 
fragments, and gives his opinion of two hundred and 
eighty liooks. 
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^sorder* but that even those who bring it 
with them, are soon delivered from it by the 
salubrity of &e dimate. He observes, like- 
wise the great quantity of sand ; and the 
wells, which are sunk 300 or even 500 feet 
from which the labourers who work in com- 
mon draw up water by turns and irrigate 
their fields : also the extraordinary fruitful- 
ness of the trees, and the superior quality 
of the corn, which is better than any where 
^se, and whiter than snow. He adds, that 
barley is sometimes grown twice a-year, but 
millet always three times: that their en- 
closures, which are small, they water every 
third day in summer, but every sixth in 
winter, by which means a plentiful harvest 
is produced ; that the sky is always cloud- 
less ; and that dials axe fabricated there.'' 
This account, though much exaggerated, 
is curious as coming from a native of the 
neighbouring district of the Thebaid. 
There is no point on which authors are 

♦ The U^d itoaoi i& geaerally Mtppoaed to be the. 
Epilepsy. 
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in general more agreed, than that these dis- 
tricts are watered by indigenous springs. 
The following account^ however, of M. Mail-* 
let, the French consul at Cairo, towards the 
cfnd of the 17th century,i3 so circumstantial, 
that I am tempted to give it at full length. 
** C'est * aux environs de cette demiere 
Ville (Manfalout) et k la gauche du Nil, qui 
se trouve la vall6e des El Ouahs. Ce petit 
canton Bitu6 au milieu d'une vaste cam- 
pagne de sables arides est fertilise par les 
eaux de ce fleuve, qui y sont portees par 
un canal, dont Pouverture est a trois jour* 
n6es de 1^. C'est par cette valine des 
Elouahs, que les caravanes de Nubie abor- 
dent en Egypte aprds treize journ^es de 
marche, comme je le dirai daiis la suite. 
Elle est surtout fertile en palmiers, dont le 
fruit fait la principale r^colte, et toute la 
richesse des habitans de cette petite con- 
tree. Cette province et celle du Fioum 

* Description de PEgypte composee sur les Me- 
moires de M. Maillet, par TAbbe le Mascrier ; Paris, 
1735, 4to. p, 303, 
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sont les seules, qui ayent conserv6 leur fer^ 
tilit^ de toutes celles dans lesquelles les an- 
ciens Rois d'Egypte avoient fait passer les 
eaiix du Nil au travers des collines, qui de 
ce c6t6-la separent I'Egypte de la Libye^ 
parce-que dans celles-ci elles etoient con- 
duites par des canaux qui se sont mieux 
conserves que les Aqueducs que ces Princes 
iivoientfait construire, pour porter la fecon- 
dit^ dans les autres. J'ai deja parl6 des ces 
fameux ouvrages, qui seront a jamais pour 
la posterite des monumens 6ternels de la 
puissance de ces anciens souverains, et de 
leur attention a procurer par toutes sort^ 
de moyens le bonheur de leurs sujets. J* 
ajouterai seulement qu'on ne doit pas s'ima* 
giner, qui ces masses ^normes, que soute- 
noient les ieaux du Nil, s'etendissent jus- 
qu*au de la des montagnes qu*on trouvie 
entre PEgypte et les deserts sablonneux de 
la Libye. Lorsque ces Aqueducs avqieiit 
joint ces montagnes, soit par leur sommet, 
soit par quelques unes de ces vallees, qui 
les separent les unes des ai^tres, on leur 
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avoient pratiqu6 un lit, tant6t entre ces col- 
lines memes, quelquefois en per9ant una 
mpntagne, et on leur avoit ainsi creus6 une 
route aisee et plate, par ou les eaux 6toient 
port^es jusques dans ces plaines quelles ren* 
doient fecondes. C'est dans quelques uns 
des ces anciens canaux pratiques dans les 
montagnes de la Libye, que quelques Reli- 
gieux de la Propaganda ont encore trouv6 
de Teau, qui s'y etoit conserv6e jusqu*£l nos 
jours/' 

We should have been much indebted tp 
this author for the minute detail into which 
he has entered, if there had fortunately 
been any truth in his story. In fact though 
he mentions again, *^^ Au tems des anciens 
Rois d*Egypte, on avoit trouve le secret 
de conduu'e les eaux du Nil jusque dans ces 
solitudes brulantes j" he afterwards contra- 
dicts himself. " A son depart de Gary, la 
caravane quittant les bords du Nil (on its 
.return to Egypt from Nubia) et s'enfonjant 
flans les deserts de la Libye, qu'elle tra- 
verse, arrive en treize journees de nuirche 
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k line yall6e d'environ trente lieiies d'eten- 
diie. Cette vaUee^ qui va presque du Nord 
au Sud, est couverte de palmiers, et tr^ 
bien cultiv6e, parcequ'os y txouve de bonne 
ean, em cretisant seulement un pied dans la 
tefre» C'est une esp6ce de prodige que de 
rencontrer cette langue de terrain fertile au 
milieu des sables, et de» deserts arides^ qui 
I'envirronent*.** From the description he 
goes on giving of its situation, it turns out 
to be the identical valley of the El Ouahs he 
mentioned befwe; and though he days there 
it is watered from the Nile, he here declares 
that springs are every where to be found 
a foot beneath the ground. The truth is 
M« Maillet, who really is an author of credit, 
having heard that an artificial cut was for- 
merly made in the low ridge of mountains 
which divides Egypt from the Faioum in 
order to admit the Nile into that district, 
ccmfounded it with the El Ouah, and then 
fxusted.to his imagination to supply aque- 
ducts and canals for carrying so great a 
* Descript. de TEgypte, p. 216, 2nde Paitie. ' 
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work into execution. It must be aOowed^ 
indeed^ that he does not profess to have 
been eye-witness of what he narrates ; but 
Major Rennell, notwithstanding, considers 
his information respecting the Oases supe* 
rior to any other. 

We soon discovered that among Bedouins, 
the English was a much better travelling 
character than the Turkish, and as Yusuf, 
Ibrahim, and Halil, the names we bad as- 
sumed, were equally used by Christians and 
Mohammedans, we always to<^ care to dis- 
close our nation. 

The friendly disposition of the natives 
manifested itself firom the firsts and we h^d 
scarcely arrived before the shehk came to 
our tent with a large supply of bread, ome- 
lette> and cheese, which was followed by 
some rice and a sheep. We returned his 
courtesy by calling upon him in the course 
of the day, and, after the usual ceremony 
of drinking coffee, presented him with sosne 
money and an Indian handkerchief, with 
which he seemed pleased. 
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Although it was only the l6th of Fe- 
bruary, the thermometer in our tent was 
75 at two o'clock, and 77 at four. 

Having explained to the inhabitants that 
our object was " Old Buildings," they in- 
formed us there were some in the neigh- 
bourhood. Accordingly in the evening we 
rode to see them; and in our way passed 
through a beautiful wood of acacias*, the 
foliage of which at a little distance recalled 
English scenery to our recollection. The 
trees far exceeded in size any I had ever 
seen of the kind, and, upon measuring the 
trunk of one, it proved to be 1 7 feet 3 inches 
in circumference. 

In about an hour we reached our point. 
There were evident traces of former habita- 
tions to a great extent, and one mud build- 
ing still existed; but we could gain no clu^ 
to guide us to its age. On our return we 
saw a procession of women making their 
"ululation'* over some one who had died 

* The Acacia or Mimosa Vera. 
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a few days before. In early times the office 
of mourner seems to have been chiefly per- 
formed by women who were hired for the 
purpose. Frequent allusions to this custom 
are to be met with in scripture, and St. 
Jerome says that it was continued in Judea 
to his days. Shaw and other travellers in- 
form us that the same practice still prevails 
in Barbary and in most of the provinces of 
the Levant. 

As it was our intention to make a com- 
plete survey of this Oasis, we left Bellatta 
the next morning at seven o'clock. Soon 
quitting cultivation, we directed our course 
nearly due west, over a wide and barren 
tract bounded by a high and precipitous 
ridge of rock to the north land east. We 
fancied we could also trace another in the 
horizon to the soutii. 

Towards mid-day we saw the village of 
Hismint on our left; and three hours after, 
passed by another in the same direction, 
called Endough, surrounded by a consider- 
able grove of palm trees : we then crossed 
a low chain of hills, and at aun-set reached 
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Aboudaklough, near to which we pitch* 
ed our tents, and took up our quarters for 
the night. Just as we arrived, our drago- 
man caught a gazelle, which we should 
have wished to preserve alive, had we not 
found that it would be quite impossible to 
convey it about with us. This animal, which 
is a species of antelope, is remarkable for 
the beauty of its eye and elegance of its 
shape, but being a native of the desert, the 
flesh is dry and unpalatable. 

The next day the shehk called upon us 
early, and having offered himself as a guide, 
mounted one of our horses and accompani- 
ed us to £1 Cazar, four miles and a half to the 
north. The situation of this place is per- 
fectly lovely } it is seated on an eminence 
at the foot of the line of rock which rises 
abruptly behind it, and is encircled by ex- 
tensive gardens tilled with palm, acacia, ci- 
tron, and various other kinds of trees, some 
of which I had rarely seen before in these 
regions. 

On this, as on several occasions, I had 
reason to lament my ignorance of botany, as 
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any one skilled in that sdeoce imght have 
found ample means of indulging his taste, 
and of making many valuable additions*to 
his collection. 

The. only thing worthy of observation in 
the town is a strong sulphuric and chaly- 
beate spring, which the people consider ex- 
tremely sanative, and drink when left to 
settle for 24 hours in an earthen jar. After 
paying our visit to the shehk, we left the 
village, and, proceeding westward, shortly 
reached an insulated rock perforated with 
caverns, which had served as catacombs to 
human mummies, the fragments of which 
lie scattered about*. The inhabitants of 
the adjacent hamlet had stripped them in 
hopes of finding something valuable ; and 

• On our way down the Nile, I purcbased a mummy 
at Oournou, & part of Thebes, on the ]ell bank o£ the 
rirer. On its arrival in England in June last, I gave it 
to Dr. Granville, who opened it in my presence. It 
has since been dissected, and considered a great cu- 
riosity, from its extraordinary degree of preservation. 
Dr. Granville is preparing a memoir of it to present 
to the Royal Society. 
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the jackalls, which abound here, had com-r 
pleted the work of devastation. Our Arabs, 
however, looked upon them with a degree 
of religious horror : for upon our pretend- 
ing that we would carry one away with us, 
they unanimously declared they would de- 
sert us if we did. 

From this elevation we descried some 
ruins to the westward ; but as the day was 
advancing, and there appeared no particu- 
lar object to attract our attention, we turn- 
ed aside to some others which we perceived 
three miles distant to the south. 

Here, to our great satisfaction, our anti- 
quarian researches were repaid by the dis- 
covery of a temple in tolerable preservation, 
though half filled with sand, which our guide 
told us was called Daer El Hadjar *. The 
wind, however, blew the sand so disagree- 
ably in our faces, that we resolved to defer 
our examination of it to the following day, 
and return to Aboudaklough, which was 
five or six miles to the south-east. 

* In Arabic " The stony Convent." 
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tlnues entire over these three chambers, 
which are lower than the rest of the build- 
ing- 

The temple stands due east and west. 
Round it, at the interval of twenty yards, 
are the remains of a thick wall of unburnt 
brick, and a gateway of stone facing the 
entrance. Besides the natural injury this 
structure has sustained from time and vio- 
lent winds, its ruin has been greatly acce- 
lerated by the Arabs in the forcible entries 
they have made in search of treasure. 

Wefinished our observations, and got back 
to Aboudaklough before dark. Shehk Is- 
mael, who was very friendly and communi- 
cative, passed the evening with us, and 
readily answered all our questions relative to 
the country. 

From him we learnt that this El Ouah is 
composed of twelve villages, of which ten 
are within five or six miles of each other ; 
the remaining two much further off at the 
entrance of the plain, so that they are in 
feet scarcely looked upon as belonging to 
E 2 
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this division. Beltata, where we had made 
our first halt, is one of these last mentioned : 
the other, named Tenida, is uninhabited, 
and to the south of Bellata. 

In the part we now were, are Aboudak- 
lough J El Cazar which we had visited ; 
Moushie, to the west ; Gedidi, to the south- 
west ; and Gelamoon, in the same direction, 
but more distant. This latter place, together 
with El Cazar, are considered the two of 
most consequence in the district. To the 
south is first Rashdie, and beyond it Moot; 
to the south-east are-Endough and £1 Ma- 
sara ; and still more to the eastward. His* 
ment; besides these there are several en- 
closures, well wooded with palm-trees, con* 
taining springs, but the cultivators and pro- 
prietors reside in the neighbouring villages. 

The climate is extremely variable in win- 
ter. Sometimes the rains are very abundant, 
and fall in torrents, as appears from the fur- 
rows in the rocks ; but this season there had 
been none at all, and the total want of dew 
at this period sufficiently proves the excessive 
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6ryne^ of the atmosphere. Violent winds 
are very prevalent, and the kamsin, (S. W.) 
which is with justice called the scourge of 
the desert, frequently blows in the montiiis of 
May and June. The plague is quite unknown^ 
but, during the summer when the heat is in- 
tense, fevers and agues are very general, 
which the shehk attributed to the immode- 
rate use of dates. This may be one of the 
causes, but what I should imagine conduces 
aiso to the insalubrity of that season is, that 
the springs are all strongly impregnated with 
iron and sulphur, and hot at their sources ; 
jHior indeed can the water be used until it has 
beenleft to cool in an earthen jar, when it be- 
comes more palatable. These springs never 
fail or vary at any season of the year, which 
is most fortunate for the natives, as their 
very existence depends upon them, there 
being no wells that I could observe. 

The soil is a very light red earth, fer- 
tilized entirely by irrigation, the water be- 
ing conducted in small channels through 
the arsdi)le land. The principal produce is 
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corn, chiefly barley and rice. The former 
is sown in October and November, and 
reaped in March or April. The crop of 
rice succeeds, but not on the same ground, 
and requires constant moisture. Dates are 
an article of commerce with Egypt, and we 
<^en met caravans conveying them ; le- 
mons and citrons are also very plentiful in 
the gardens. 

The inhabitants are Bedouins, I believe 
of the same horde as our guides j like them, 
they acknowledge the sovereignty of the 
Pasha, who has succeeded in reducing them 
to a state of complete subordination. As « 
proof of this, their tribute, which is paid in 
kind, not only varies every year, according to 
his caprice, as they affirm, but four or five 
soldiers are now sufficient for levying it, 
whereas four hundred were necessary for 
that purpose when they first came under his 
dominion. 

Ismael informed us, that there was no 
thoroughfare through this Oasis, and that 
he was not aware of the existence of any 
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Other inhabited tract beyond to the west- 
ward. Some Arabs had lately endeavoured 
to explore in that direction, but at the end 
of three days had met with so terrible a 
whirlwind, as to prevent their proceeding. 
He understood, however, that there was one 
towards the north, and that some years be- 
fore a man, having lost his way in the de- 
sert, by chance found himself tllere, from 
whence he was ten days returning ; but that 
the route never having been since followed, 
continued unknown. 

The people here are much exposed to 
the incursions of the- Mograbiri or Barbary 
Arabs, and occasionally suffer much from 
their depredations. Thr^e years ago, a band 
of four hundred made an irruption, and after 
a severe contest, in which many lives were 
lost, retired, carrying off much booty. It is 
thirty days' march to Tripoli reckoning ten 
hours to each. 

Lions and tigers (hyaenas ?) are not un- 
common in this district, but there are no os- 
triches J neither could we gain any informa- 
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tion respecting the serpent of incredible 
magnitude, <:alled Toghan, which Edrissi 
affirms is only found in the £1 Ouahat. 

The shehk assured us there was no re^ 
cord of any fVank ev?r having visited thift 
Oasis before, but that he kn^w the English 
perfectly by reputation, and esteemed them, 
highly. From his declaration, added to the 
negative ifcstimony of there being neith^ 
written or traditional information respect* 
ing this region, we had the great satisfac- 
tion of being fully convinced that we were 
the first Europeans who had reached it in 
modem times. 

Feb. 20th.— We finally left Aboudak- 
lough at 9 o'clock in the morning, and 
returned to Bellata, taking a nearer way by 
the foot of the niountain^. From the summit 
of a low ridge which commands the whole 
of this side of the country, we were en- 
abled, with the assistance of the compass, to 
lay down the situation of all the villages in 
a map ; but it must be acknowledged that 
their apparent distance does not correspond 
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\dth the shehk's account, and we preferred 
judging by the eye to trusting to his au- 
thorityt In this, however, we might be mis- 
taken, as he seemed to speak confidently^ 
and could have no motive for misleading us.. 
As we were now to commence another jour- 
ney through the desert, it was necessary to 
procure a fresh dupply of provisions, and» 
while our servants ai^d Arabs were thus em-» 
plx^ed next moruing, we went to see a ma- 
nufacture of Indigo,* which was carried on 
in the open air, just without the town. 

The method of extracting the colour ap- 
pealed very simple. The plant, when dried^ 
is put into an earthen jar with hot water« 
and worked up and down by a palm branchy 
resembling the handle of a chum, until the 
colour is pressed out. The liquid is then 
strained through the bark of a tree into an<« 
other jar, where it is left for eight or nine 
days, during which time part of the water 

♦ The Indigo of Egypt is produced from the Indigo 
fera glauca of Lamarck. See Bruguiere and Olmer 
on Ejvypt, . 
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escapes by trickling through a small aper- 
tu* half Way down the side of it, leaving 
the sediment at bottom. It is afterwards 
poured into a broad, but very shallow hole 
jformed in, the sand, which absorbs the re- 
maining liquid, and leaves the Indigo in solid 
cakes on the surface. This commodity is 
the property of the richer inhabitants of the! 
village, and is one of the very few articles 
of trade or manufacture, which the Pasha 
has not monopolized, probably from ignor- 
ance of its existence here. 

Every thing being ready for our depart- 
ure by nine o'clock we finally quitted Bel- 
lata. Our course now lay about south-south- 
east, a line of mountain bounding tlie hori- 
zon to the eastward, which we appeared to be 
gradually approaching. In three hours we 
reached the village of Tenida the last in this 
Oasis, how quite deserted, owing to its dis- 
tance from any other, and the consequent 
exposure to the incursions of the hostile 
tribes. After stopping half an hoiu- at the 
last spring to fill the skins with water, we 
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turned nearly due east and re-entered the 
desert through a broad de£lle in the moun<h 
tains. 

Not far from here we met M. Drovetti, 
who having visited the nearer Oasis Was 
now on the way to the farther which we 
were leaving. His intention was to pene- 
trate if possible from that, into the more 
northern, the Oasis Parva, but I have not 
heard whether he succeeded in his under- 
taking.* At half past six we began to ascend 
a mountainous ridge, and after crossing the 
dry bed of a torrent, the path became ex- 
tremely rugged. To add to our discomfort, 
in an hour's time it being quite dark, we lost 
the track; fortunately however we found 
one part of the pass rather wider than the 
rest: throwing therefore our tent over a 
rock which overhung it, and letting one 
end reach the ground, we made a tolerable 
resting-place for the night. 

* By this traveller's journal it appears, he found it 
impracticable and returned to Egypt by the route we 
bad taken in leaving it. 
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We resumed our inarch at seven in the 
morning, and in about ten minutes regain- 
ed the path we had missed the preceding 
aigbt. We were now on a sort of platform 
which composes the summit of the low chain 
of mountains dividing the two Oases. The 
prospect was dreary and monotonous, and 
the diiference of temperature so great, that 
we were glad to wrap ourselves up in our 
cloaks whereas hitherto we had been suf- 
fering inconvenience from heat. About six 
in the evening we began to descend by a 
rocky and precipitous pass, and came down 
upon the ruins of a temple, close to a spring 
of water shaded by palm-trees. Two small 
recesses, one of which had formed the ady- 
tum served as our lodging for the night. 
This temple to which our guides gave the 
name of Enamour is in a very dilapidated 
state, and apparently of great antiquity. 
Not much of the side walls remains, but 
the small chambers in which we slept, and 
the principal door-way at the opposite end 
are tolerably perfect. The building is low 
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in proportion to its length which is fifty- 
three feet ten inches, by twenty-five and 
fronts north-south. There are a few figures 
and hieroglyphics roughly executed on the 
outside, and some slight traces of painting 
over the entrance. A wall of unbumt brick 
had surrounded it at some distance, a con^ 
siderable portion of which is still standing, 
and likewise a stone gateway immediately 
facingthat of the temple, but we could trace 
no vestiges of former habitations near. Its 
situation is picturesque, being in a small 
plain confined on three sides by mountains 
which form a sort of semicircle open to the 
east. 

After examining these mizis, which had 
occupied us firom sunrise till half past eight 
of the 92dy we again set out, and skirting 
round the base of the mountain on the 
right which shortly after ended abruptly, 
we entered into a vast irreguhur plain and 
continued advancing rather to the south- 
ward of the east. 

Towards evenings finding ourselves agsdn 
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bewildered among low hills of loose sand, we. 
thought it advisable to halt for the night. 

A march of four hours on the following 
day brought us to El Carg^, the principal 
town of the nearer or great Oasis, and the 
residence of the Turkish Katchief or go- 
vernor of these two districts. From Bellata 
to this place we had employed thirty-five 
hours, which at our average rate tln-ee miles 
to the hour would make one hundred and 
five. On the whole of this route, we passed 
at stated intervals heaps of broken pots and 
tiles, which I imagine mark the spots for« 
merly occupied by the Roman stations.. 

After pitching our tents as usual outside 
the town, and receiving the visit of cere- 
mony from the shehk, we took a guide, and 
went to see some antiquities in the neigh- 
bourhood. At about a mile and a half to the 
pprth we perceived a building on an emi- 
nence, which proved to be a small quadr- 
angular temple called El Nadera, thirty- 
one feet long, by twenty feet eight inches 
wide, of which three sides remain, but the 
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February 19th. — In our way to Daer El 
Hadjar we diverged a little to the rights 
where we found vestiges of a town of greater 
extent than any we had seen before in this 
district. It was now a complete toass of 
ruinsi and we could distinguish nothing but 
a small remnant of a temple, and the frag- 
ment of a white marble statue. This last 
was apparently of Greek workmanship, and 
not without elegance, although so imperfect* 

There being nothing to detain us here, 
we hastened on to Daer £1 Hadjar. As the 
door-way was choked up by the sand, we 
scaled the wall without difficulty, and im- 
lAediately set about clearing the interior of 
the temple ; but after three or four hours, 
finding that our labours would be fruitless, 
we desisted, and proceeded to measure every 
part with a graduated line. 

The edifice on the outside is 51 feet 4 
inches long, by 24 feet 8 inches wide. In 
fifont is a portico of eight columns; three 
oftly are standUng, and they in a muti- 
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lated state : their circumference is 9 feet 6 
inches, and the space between 7 feet 7 
inches : the two centre have portals reach- 
ing half way up> not connected by a lintel. 
The first chamber is 23^ feet 9 inches, by 20 
feet 3 inches, supported by four pillars, 5. 
feet in diameter at the. shaft. As much as 
is visible of the walls is traced with figures 
and hieroglyphics. This apartment opens 
into another of the same width, but only 
10 feet 4 inches long, perfectly plain and 
unomamented, excepting by the winged 
globe encompassed by the serpent, the eniT 
blem of eternity, which is carved over the 
door. Beyond this chamber, and com- 
municating with it, are three smaller pa- 
rallel to each other, of which the middle 
one was the Adytum. Here the walls are 
covered with figures and hieroglyphics^ and 
much blackened by the lamps used in the 
service of the temple. The other two com- 
partments are of the same length as the 
centre^ and 5 feet wide. The roof still con- 
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fourth is quite destroyed. The walls on tha, 
inside are covered with figures and hiero- 
glyphics, greatly' defaced, but of unusual 
elegance, particularly two in basso relieva 
over the door, much mutilated, and with- 
out heads, but possessing something of 
the roundness and character of Grecian 
sculpture. There was the usual inclosure 
of unburnt brick, a defence necessary in 
a country so much exposed to hostile incur- 
sions as this has always been. From this 
summit we discovered witii infinite satisfac- 
tion, a large ^ temple at a short distance 
towards the north-west ; and, on a high 
ground still farther to the northward, several 
buildings like the ruins of an Arab town. 

On approaching the temple, we were 
struck with the beauty of the situation in 
the midst of a rich wood consisting of palm» 
particularly that species called the Dh6m* 

• The Dh6in is the Hyphoene Cucifera of Goert- 
ner, de Fructibus : the Cucifera Thebaica of Delile, 
Flore d'Egjrpte. 
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Acacia and other trees, with a stream of 
water in front. In point of magnitude, it 
fiir exceeded any we had hitherto seen, but, 
as the evening was closing in, we thought 
it better to leave the examination of it to 
another time. Wishing, however, to satisfy 
our curiosity with respect to what we sup- 
posed to be, the Arab town, we rode up 
to it, and to our astonishment, found not 
what we had expected, but a regular Ne- 
cropolis or cemetery, consisting of a great 
vtfiety of buildings, each the receptacle of 
mummies : we could take, however^ but a 
hasty view of it, as it was quite dark before 
we could return to our tent* 

Finding we were so well pleased with 
what they had shewn us, our guides told 
us of two other ancient buildings, whidi, 
as well as that of El Carg^, Mr. Drovetti 
had been to a few days before. We ac- 
cordingly mounted our horses early the next 
morning, and proceeding rather in a south- 
westerly direction, in three hours reached 
a height surrounded by a wall. On enter- 
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ing this, we found a ruined Arab village, 
built within the enclosure of a large Temple 
called by our guide, Cazar el Gbetta. The 
exterior is so choked up with these hovels, 
that we were unable to measure or to take 
any sketch of it, but the interior is divided 
into four parts, of which the dimensions are 
given in the annexed plan. In the middle 
of the second and principal chamber, are, 
or more properly have been, for one is no 
longer standing, four columns, the circum- 
ference of which, at the shaft immediately 
under the capital, is only eight feet. The 
capitals are all different, and remains of 
paint are very visible upon them. The 
fourth compartment is subdivided into three 
small chambers lower than the rest of the 
building, of which thie centre was the Ady- 
tum. Hieroglyphics and figures are carved 
only in this, and the principal apartment. 
In front of the Temple which faces the 
east, there is an area, extending conside- 
rably beyond it, having traces barely visible, 
of two rows of pillars four deep. This co- 
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lonnade communicates with the outer wall^ 
and leads to a stcme gate-way exactly oppo- 
site to its principal entrance. 

On leaving this, we bent our course to- 
wards the south-east, and in forty minutes 
reached our other point. It is an enclosed 
eminence like the last, with a few palms 
scattered about Within are the ruins of 
several buildings of unburnt brick, appa* 
rently ancient ; but the principal object is 
a smaU Temple of remarkably elegant pro- 
portions, and excellent masonry, known by 
the name of Cazar El Zian» forty-five feet 
long, and twenty-five feet one inch broad. 
The first chamber is perfectly plain, and 
measures twenty-six fbet ten inches, by se- 
venteen feet eight. Beyond are two more 
opening from it : that on the right hand is 
extremely narrow, being only two feet seven 
inches wide, by ten feet four long, having 
another access through the main wall ; the 
other is fifteen feet four, by seven feet nine 
inches wide ; and in the end of it, q>posite 
to the entrance of the Temple, is a large 



Digitized by 



Google 



??:■ 



W:1- 




^i*. 



% 

1 



1 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 






O-f- ff« 0« QZ 



Ot Ol 




1^ 



n 



5 



' Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



OASES OP UPPER EGYPT. 67 

niche, which hadformerlycontaineda statue, 
with a winged globe, and other emblems 
carved round it. The door-way, on the 
outside, is richly ornamented with figures, 
and over it is the following Greek inscrip- 
tion, which I copied. 

TOig (Tvuvaotg hsotg " vTreg rtjg ug uimoc iiU" 
fMVfjg Avrmuvov xaio'otgog rov xvgtov , xai rov 
avfA'x'uvTog uvrov oixov * o (njxog rov hgov 
xou TO r^dvuov Bx xociVfjg xuTstrxsvucr^f] , bts 
Aouidiov *HXiodco^ov iTcoL^xov Aiytyxroxj , 
^tTTifAiov lAoLX^mog imo'rguTfjyov $ (rrgocTfj' 
yovvrog UXmov ^u^rircaycg ^ srovg rgirov 
avroxgurogog xccitrot^og Tirov AsXiou Aigiuvw 
Avrmzivov tre^atrrou ivirs^ovg . Msirogfi oxraf 
xui iixarij. 

TRANSLATION. 

To Amenebis the Great God of Tcho- 
nemyris, and the other Gods of the Temple, 
for the perpetual preservation of Antoninus 
Csasar our Lord and his whole house : the 
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cell of the temple and the vestibule were 
repaired aud renewed, under AvidiusHelio- 
dorus, governor of Egypt, Septimius Ma*- 
cro being commander in chief, and Flinius 
Capito general of the forces, in the third 
year of the emperor Caesar Titus M\m% 
Adrianus Antoninus Augustus, the Pious. 
Mesore the eighteenth. (August 11.) 

In the 46th number of Valpy's Classical 
Journal, Page SyO, is the same inscription 
copied subsequently by Mr. Hyde, and I 
have the satisfaction of finding it differ from 
my own transcript only in one or two 
letters. • 

Of the God Amenebis', I am not aware 
that any mention is made elsewhere ; but 
that is no objection to the correctness of 
this reading, as the Pantheon of Egypt 
seems to be inexhaustible, ahd names of 
Deities, unheard of before, are still not un- 
firequetitly found in inscriptions. Tchone- 
ipyris would appear to be the name of the: 
place, but is not noticed by ancient geogra-< 
ph^s ; for, as I shall have occasion to i^qw 
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afterwards, though they were correct in the 
general position of this district, they were 
quite ignorant of the details of it. Dr. 
Young has observed, that an inscription, 
preserved by Gruter, exhibits the name 
Acilius Heliodorus, and hence he inferred 
at first sight, that we should here read Aci- 
lius for Avidius : but, upon further consi- 
deration, it appears evident that Avidius is 
correct, since Avidius Cassius, who is men- 
tioned by Vulcatius and others, as a com- 
petitor for the empire, was the son of He- 
liodorus, who, according to Dio Cassius, 
was promoted to the government of Egypt 
on account of his skill in rhetoric. 

The date of the third year of the em- 
peror Titus Antoninus enables us to fix 
the restoration of the Temple at A. D. 140, 
It would seem probable that this took place 
in pursuance of the plan or orders of his 
predecessor Hadrian, whose fondness for 
Egyptian Mythology induced him to. repair 
and embellish many of the temples whigh 
had been long neglected, and ruinous. His* 
tory does not inform us that the first An- 
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tonine particularly interested himself in this 
country, but Dio Cassius celebrates the mu- 
nificence of his successor Marcus Aurelius 
on his visit to Egypt at the suppression of 
the rebellion of Avidius Cassius. 

The day was far advanced before we be- 
gan to return. On our way we crossed a 
remarkably strong chalybeate stream, and 
at the village of Genau were shown another 
quite hot, deeply impregnated with iron and 
sulphur. The shehk and inhabitants of this. 
place showed us, as usual, much attention, 
and some bread they gave us, was the best 
we had tasted in Egypt. We made them a 
little present in money, which, as they did 
not seem to expect, they received with great 
satisfaction, and several of them accompa- 
nied us part of our way home. It was nearly 
dark before we reached our encampment at 
El Carge. 

The following morning we paid a second 
visit to the temple, and found enough to 
occupy us there till evening. We entered 
it through a dromos, of which the enclosures 
are so broken, as to make it difficult to dis- 
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cem accurately the shape, and prevented 
our taking the dimensions. Among the 
ruins, however, we could distinguish that it 
had been forftied by a parapet wall, sur- 
mounted by a cornice connecting ten co- 
lumns, with spaces for entrances on each 
side. The temple stands east and west, and 
a rich cornice runs all round the top. The 
front is completely covered with colossal 
figures and hieroglyphics, which, as they 
extend but half way on the north and south 
sides, give the whole exterior an unfinished 
appearance. The great door-way is much 
ornamented, and leads to a magnificent 
apartment 60 feet 8 inches long, by 54 feet 
S inches wide, nearly filled with sand, where 
are twelve columns 13 feet 2 inches in cir- 
cumference. On the left hand of the en- 
trance, are two small dark chambers, one 
over the other, of which it would be difli- 
cult to assign the use. The second cham- 
ber 17 feet 10 inches, by 54 feet 3 inches, 
is divided from the first by a sort of 
skreen, formed by a wall lower than that 
of the temple, intersected by four columns. 
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which, together with four others in the 
centre of the apartment, now fallen, are 
of the same size as those just mentioned. 
This chamber is traced all over with %ures 
and hieroglyphics on stucco, retaining marks 
of paint, particularly blue and red; whereas 
the first is quite plain, except on the west 
side. The third is 28 feet 8 inches long, 
and 30 feet 9 inches wide, ornamented like- 
wise, and containing eight columns of much 
less dimensions than the others. Parallel, 
but not communicating with it, are two di- 
visions, in one of which is a staircase. Last 
of all comes the Adytum, 20 feet by 8 feet, 
BS usual richly carved, and blackened with 
smoke. On each side are some other com- 
partments, but detached, and so choked 
up that it was impossible to make out their 
shape. The roof of the rest of the building 
is fallen in, excepting some stones occa- 
sionally supported by the pillars; but that 
of the Adytum, which is lower, is entire, 
and composed of immense stones ; we mea- 
sured one, and found it 1 9 feet 4 inches 
long, 35 broad, and 2 feet 3 inches thick. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 




Digitized by 



Google 



OASES OP UPPER EGYPT. 75 

To the east of the temple are three de- 
tached door-ways, at different intervals, and 
of different proportions ; but as they do not 
resemble the propyla that are usual in other 
parts of Egypt, I am induced to think that 
this edifice was surrounded by a triple wall, in 
the same way that Diodorus tells us the cele- 
brated temple of Jupiter Ammon was. The 
firstj or nearest, is a solid door-way 18 feet 
from the main building, with figures all 
round it ; and, among others on the inside, 
is a representation of Osiris at a banquet, 
of colossal proportion. This is, I believe, 
not uncommon, and is again found on the 
west front. On the roof are five spread 
eagles, sometimes called the Birds of Pha- 
raoh, painted, of which red and blue are 
the principal colours. 

The second, which is at some distance, 
in the same direction, but not in a straight 
line, is materially higher than even the tem- 
ple itself. Half only is standing, and has a 
few figures carved in relief within. There 
are the remains of brick-work strangely 
placed on the top. As it would be too high 



Digitized by 



Google 



74 JOURNEY TO TWO OF THE 

for any purposes of defence, it may not im- 
probably have been the residence of one of 
the Stelite hermits, of which many traces 
remain. At Athens, one of these aerial 
mansions is still in existence on the top of 
the magnificent Corinthian columns called 
the Temple of Jupiter Olympius. 

The last of these propyla is low and im- 
perfect : the east end is completely covered 
with a Greek inscription. I spent some 
time in endeavouring to copy it ; but, as the 
gun shone hot upon it, and I had no means 
of reaching the upper part, I could only 
trace two or three words. The lower por- 
tion was too much efiaced to enable me to 
decipher it with facility. Mr. Hyde had 
better success, and has published the whole 
of it in the forty-fifth and forty-sixth num- 
bers of the Classical Journal. To the kind- 
ness of Dr. Young, I am indebted for the 
following corrected copy, and for the trans- 
lation of these inscriptions, as well as the 
foregoing ; and it gives me great pleasure 
to be able publicly to testify my acknow- 
ledgments for his obliging assistance. 
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Note. — The Letters altered are distinguished by Ca^ 
pitalsy except some evident Errors of Orthography. 



(*) lovKtog ififjufjT§iog trr^arnyog Oot^wg 
©HBalJo? • Tov 'X'Sfj(^^svrog f^oi httrctyfJiM^ 
rog v'jco rov kv^iov fjT'EfJt^oyog (*) n^egioo 
iovXtou aXe^Mvigov , ro uvnyga^ov vfjclif ut- 
sra^a • W BiioTEg a^oXavfjre rm €vsgy6%m 
— (a) Tov 0EOy AEIjS/ot; tr^^ourrov trov^TeiKiov 
C') ya^jSa ctvroK^ttro^og * (pctof^i « > ET- 
ovZ B trsfSourtfii . r/j8E^/o$ iovXiog aXB^MV^ 
igog Xsyei * Tua'av xgovoiav ^aovfji^svog rov 
hufiBvsiif rejt ^goirfiKoNri kA (^^ rcttrrrifji^cLri 
r7i¥ ToKip J aTToXa.vovo'fty ray £V6gy6<naf¥ ag 
6j^6i vaga rm (r€(Su(rrm > «a/ rov rfjv ctiyvr^ 
ro¥ , 6¥ ivtrra^Bia hobyovtrav , iv^vfjt^g vTCfi^u 
r%i¥ rffi rs ev^fjviu , xai rfji [Jt,iyi(r{^)rfii 

( B) Ta;y ¥V¥ X^i^m 6viaifM>¥lCt , fJ(,7J ^»§V¥0f^B¥7J¥ 

9ULi¥aig Kcci niizoig utrTC^oi^Bin • <r')(jBio¥ is e| 
oi rfig TToXsClg 6Ts(Sfi¥ K»r»^oejfJU€¥og vto rm 
i¥rvy')(/x»¥0¥rm km iutr oIKjov (r) kcm »a(^)ra 
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rag tyyurrtt ygfc/Jt^evag errigtiag * cv iiiXircv 
f/f0$¥ K»ra Tfif sfMwrov ATvA/JUiv roe, trnyo¥ 
(^) rcL $^a¥og^ovfj(,$¥og • hit Ac 6v&vfM>riFoi 
^ct¥rct ikri^ji-n ragtt rov %7C^ka[Ji/^o¥Tog fifi,i¥ 
txi trvrfi^icf, rov Ta¥rog o^¥^gajTm yi¥Ovg su- 
Bgyirov <rt^ourrov oLuroxgoLrogog yoeiX(iot > rot 
rt rgog ^cifrfigiot¥ (^) Kols roe, t^o; oe,vcXoLV(ri¥ » 
xo^i yi¥ej(rxfiri tTI $<pgo¥ri(roe, raf¥ Tgog rn¥ 
VfJU6r6goe,¥ (2ofi^iio^¥ o^¥9ixo¥rej¥ * Tgosygc^^l/ot 
a¥ayxawg crsP/ ixo^rov rm scr/^^rovjctsvAry 
otra s^etrri fMi xgi(^^¥ei¥ xoti 7Coni¥ * r^ As 
fLBi^O¥» 9 Kon isofjLsNA rfjg Tou o^vrox^oe^rogog 
iv¥OLfjLBc^g xoLi fjLsyotXiioTfirog , aurm itiXaxrat 
fjuira Tcttrfjg aX^3-€iaf • reif¥ ^€af¥ (A) AavEI^o- 
fjt,i¥Cif¥ ug rovrc¥ ro¥ ('°) Ugafroe!To¥ Kai^ov rfi¥ 
xyig OixovfJi,i¥ng oe,(r^a,Xua¥ • 6y¥GJ¥ yoe^ Tgo 
Ta¥rog BvXoym'ar9i¥ oycaN TjjN gyrgyEiv vfjucjy 
VTig rov [Jt^n ot,xo¥rctg o(,¥hgo^ovg Big riXa¥$ioLg 
fl aX(")Xaf fji^iff^annig ovtriocxoLg cra^a ro 
xoi¥0¥ E^og roi¥ btoc§x,^w¥ vgog ^iol¥ ayBtr^ 
^tu 9 »a/ on ovx oA . . . (e) sxXa , . '^i roe, 
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Tr^ayfMbTOb To ToXXovg urugovg ovrag rtigrdiav^ 
(")r^5 rgayfiMTSiOLg ay^r^voLi fi^sr a»»y»fig , 
in^Xtj^BvroJv avToig rm rsXm • hovsg kuv* 
Tog ovrs i^yuyov rivet tig rsXmsic^ ti fjuic^oftriv, 
ovTB oL%o) , E/Jfitf^ rouro ('^) trvf/t^sgeiv • xctt 
ra eN xugiuxctig '^fj^oig to fjueroc vgo^vfjusag 
Ixonocg rgocyfjuocrevsir^a^i roug ivvotrovg . rerss- 
9'fJt,0Li is on ovi^ sig (Z) roy sfLOv uxovra, ng a|s^ 
rsXavag (**) n fj^itr^afrag 9 otiKKa, iioLfJi,i(r^afiru 
Toig ^ovKofJusvoig txovtnag ^g06§^6(r^cti , jCtaX- 
Aov Tfiv rm ^goregm BTtocg^av uimlov trvV' 
H&g/ay Q>vka(r<rm tj rr^v rgog xocigov nvog 
ahxittv (*^) fjbifJUfiirocfJUBvog • BTTSiifj zvioi Tgo-. 
Oa^0i rm ififMtnm xotl aXXor^Ic^ iobPSi» 
votgocj(^a)govfJi^BPOi 9 Big rB ro TtgocxrogBiop Tivag 
^A^Biotrav xai Big aXXu^g OvXa^xu^g ' ag »ai 
iV oLvro rovro (*^) Byvm u»0LigB^Bi(rag » W <tt 
xga^^Big rm iotvBim bx rm vragj^ovrm wri , 
xai fiti BX rm ^e^fJi^arm * \7r0fJbBv0g rrn rev 
^Bov (TB^atrrov ^ovXfjtrBi * xb7\.bvoi> fJi^tiiBv» 
Tni rm ififMiTim 7r§o^A(J'')(rBi T^fa%A'^«/-. 
cr^aifxa^ aiKKm ioLVBioLOL fji^n »vrog g| oigX^* 
tioLHtrBv * fLn}l okoifg xArctK'kBiBtr^ai riu»g 
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ti^u'korroi¥ tig top xvgsAxop Xoyop * hot At 
/tfff^afMl^t¥ fiagvftii r»g vgog aXkfiXovg cvvuX- 
}sMy(tg TO rc»9 ifjMoiritiff ovofjua, , fj(,tiAt trvnywri 
Tfi¥ KotPfff TLioTiP ("') OS rnt rgcifTorga^sa rgog 
» fjufi hi xara^dfjutvci » Kai rtgi roLvri^g 
a¥(iyxai»g Tgotygw^tt * tiriXof^n 7^^ fMi 
ToWmzig in fiifi ri¥tg xai uro^fiKttg trti-- 
gao'ap a<ptXt<r^»i , ¥OfJuifMig (^'') Ttyo¥victg , 
MU a'xobtiofi^t¥a iccptia, Tagot, taiv aTc>\.ul3ovr6f¥ 
a¥a7e^cunrti¥ xgog ^iet¥ > xeti ayoga^fMug ava^ 
Xttarovg rosti¥ > aro(r9reif¥rtg ra ztfifjuarce, rm 
»¥fi(rctfjut¥m y ig (^') avfjL^tfiXfixorojv ri(n¥ 
a¥»fioXi»(t tiX9i(f>oa'l f K rov (pitrxov » n ^t^o^ 
Tfiyoig » ti TgayfMtnzcig jj akkag rm TgOa-- 
t(f>ttXfixor»¥ Ton ifiiMtrioii ><oym * xtT^tvot ou¥ 3 
c(rrtg^a¥ t¥^aAt (^^} txtrgorog rev zvgtou ^ 
oixo¥OfMg iTOTTO¥ ri¥CL tj(fli r»¥ t¥ rotg inf^Ciotg 
TTgayfMun o¥rm > xix,TV)(jia'^(ti ctvrov re oyoMa > 
ff ^goyga^tip 9 h . • • (Tig rm roiovrm cvfJu^aX- 
Tofi (*') B /xE^^ TM¥ wrug^oprofp etvrcv xaT' 
tXJ^$¥ t¥ rcig ififMCi^ig ygafJUfMtro^Xuxsoig 
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^fotropuXfifMi • $»¥ h ng % (Mfti 096fjiMrog 

(**)^gvaiy , iavKTfn vofMfjueifg , "Ka^m wsro- 
^9iKnv , n ^^ourni ^ ziantnv xofji^tcroe^^u , i} 
xou avntrnrm r$ , jO^j; xars^ofJi^iyou rov ovofMirog > 
fi^tiii rev vrug^oyrog > ovis9 ^jr^ecyfMf, efs/ • (*^) 
ra^ ^gi> y«g Tf oi»a^ (h) aXXoTgiei^ov(r(ig Km 
ov rm uXri^orm ctvi^m koci ^iog trtfiatrrog 
sxsXsvtriv Kdi o\ s^ag^oi €x rev ^ttrxov rmg 
yvv(ti^i cMPohiocr^cLi , m (2$^u$U9 hi (*^) Tfi9 
TgofTO'jrga^iay ^Xettrtruv • sverBv^^nv i$ xat 
T6^i rm anXetm xai xov^onXsim sv alg itrrip 
xoLi rcc ^gotrhxoL cL%iovvrav avrag ^vXet^^fivoct 
ig ^sog xXocvilog (^'^) syga'^psv Tcotrrofjt^m 
Avcikvm xcti Xsyovrm vtrregoy xctruxixgitr^ai 
ret vWo ihiorrm 7tg(ty^tyr(t iv raft fJbiffM 
j(gowt * fJUB®* (pXaxxov xctroLxgivtti y xoli tt^o 
rov rdv ^sov (**) xXctvhoif aroXvirai • g^rii 
ov¥ x(ti ^oLkfiiKXog x(ti ovvitrrzivog ravra asrs- 
XXffOLv , ufji^orsgm rm ^7r»gyj»v Brnxgifji^ocra 
(pvXoLtrcrm > xcti ixY.imv xarf^xoXov^fixorofp rnl 
(*') rov ^6ov xXa,vhov xoLgin , ifrri asroXg- 
XviT^m ret jctH^STAi i\ avrm itirvga^^ipree, > 
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in^$90Ti W TO Xo/EIoy TtlgCVfJUtPfig UTiXiiO^ XUi 

»ou<poriX$i»g • umg i$ (^°) r»¥ ez rov xaitrofog 
Xoyov Tguj(^^i¥rm $¥ raft fjut<rm yj^ovon , T6g>i 
if $K(pogi» xanxgi^fi , ig ovfifrTuvog sxsXsv- 
rfy ra xa^tixovra nXsitr^ui » xui uuQ^^rog 
loTfifJui 9 uToX$Xux€ifg ra fJutiiH^xej titnrgnj^' 
^%¥T»9 ttm rgog ro /EtfXXQtr fjutpssv avra sn rosg 
xoL^flxovtri • aiixovyo^ Ecriv rovg mntrafiipovg 
XTfiQ^)fMtr» y x»i rifjuag uvtmv oLxoiovretg , 
ig ifi/JLO(ncvg yiofgyovg €x(pogta »TatTsi(r^at TeJ¥ 
iiw9 fdaOd/y * axo}\,ov^O¥ i$ sn rvii rmv trS" 
(Scurrm (") xugm xut rovg syymsg aXsE- 
avigBtg xai «v r^ .' . . . aiu ^iXigyia «aroIK- 
owNra2 . . . • ('*) rcXXecxig fi^ev Mi^nrnfritrt , 
xuvTog is (pvXoMrcrat , iarrs fjutiiivot, ruv syysvo^ 
aktlctvi^sm tig Xnrcvgyiag x^g^^oLg ctyttrSai • 
ff^tXfltrn y fi(")^o/ xai rag ^rrgarfiyiug [jutra, 
iiocXoyarfiop ^§og rgienu^v iy^Eigi^ay roig 
xuTu<rToi^9j(ro[Ji,ivoig ' xa^oXov AsTof , otraxig 
6rctgx,og BT avrov ctx^^sprtt B(p^oc(J^)(ri¥ 
xgivag aroXutroci , fjufixsri tig haXoyicrfJuop 
ayBtr^cti • lay is xctt ivo s^ctg^oi re avro 
7rs(pgo¥nMrig wi , «ai xoKcx^rsog strriv o sxXo^ 
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fM>v ^^dipo^if K»r»XBi^mif \ccvrm nms t^§^ aX* 

rrjyflffiM fMZ'k'Kov rm thtw^ KTfifMtm , ^ ('*) 
irXg/ov r^^ r;^^^ avrm rtwyXdu^wi^ ^ }^t «^d 
«a3*' 0«a<rroy ha7^oyi^fi6)f t» dwa rgAFfMra 
itg zgs(n¥ ayi(r^Ui ' t& ^cturo i^a$ itB^s tm 
gv ihim Xd7»/ 'je^yffMrmif^ uyO(i,$vw ItrrfifAi • 
<Jr('^)rf g/ri A^i^ei^ cwrgXt^^ ??a5r»Xt;3-jyff'tri»i 
u^o TOO T^tfff raw /^/«/ XoTm tirayfABvot^ > 
fAtiftin B^iiNctiTOvtw sirAyysXKsiv KOLTfiyo^otu 
fiTjis sig KgKTiv ccytir^iZi , j? o touto ^oirifrttg 
aTca^airyif^'^^tvg ^TjfMoiiStfitrsTmi • oyjgp yap 

uirbXBXvfJuzvoc ayfjrizi tag rig ecvra xaru^jcgiyfjir • 
Tjiyj Je Tfig ^itoK'Ecag tf*;^ Jop uotx^^ov ytvofjt^ivng 
hct TO (*') flrX^&d^ rwr^ cuzopctvrm , «a/ ^a^'jfg 
^0/;k;(3&C trvvragoura'OfABVfig , 0&V0&y;ea/Afg pcbXbv^ » 
gav ja»gv r/^ ra^v ^ ihm 'Koytai pcitTfjyo^oiV , «Jf 

(T^cA i)iF (**) eturov rev ^Jtgotroe^yyBiTiUvra, » 
/]!^a l^ni^ BKBivog xzivivvog HI 'say ^b litm 
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CPopMTi xaripiyzoiv rgtlg vro^itrsig f^n wx^ 
^iin^ 9 (Hffflfctu cf s<yAi auTMS itarnyogtif , aXXa 
TO fifM^rv «vrotf (^Q rn^ ovtnag apuXafi^^avstr- 
^»i * aitMfTurof Tag $aTi¥ xoXXoig %iTftywrtx, 
Kivivpovg 9 'TIIEf ova'iei¥ %ou rrig ATipo^ » 
mvT0¥ iia *»»Tog a¥€v^V¥C¥ U¥ai * xas xot^^ 
okov i$ (^) K£Xft;Q Kou to¥ y¥^[M»a rou 
«£IBioti ^sou • . at TOL zai¥A rosri^i¥Ta xaga 
ro^ ro»¥ (r%^atrrm yjatgir€Lg % . . ¥0 . . ^q diicri • 
C9iyoi • . » , . (*^) s itlj(,^t¥recg (rviu^a¥raq 
ig iiKi ir$fiMgfi(rafAfi¥ ' ovk ay¥Ooj ^ ort toXXj^v 
^gO¥Oia¥ To^cirS'f Kas rov rfi¥ aiywtro¥ S¥ 
4u2ra9-«i« • . . • e^fitr .... (*^) x^ogny^ag 
f;^frs ) 00*0^ OMV rs ^y €xA¥afg^aiHraMri¥ * 
t¥$Tvj^¥ yog fMi ToXXaKig xa^* iXfi¥ rn¥ 
Y^oiga¥ FEa^PFovyrgS > xa/ sdjjXofo'ay 'Or/ 
ToXXaKIS «arg«^/3-^a'AN (*^) Ka/ AAAa 
tiKiCfuata tririxa xai agyugiza * xai cux 
f|oy ro/g ^ovKo[Ju%¥Oig zvyjigotg Ka^dkiKO¥ ri 
,»am^Si¥ ' ravra is xai ra roiaura xarazgi- 
jutra ovx $ri rfi¥ ^fj^asia jM^yHN (*') 
OXii $n rovq xoggu pcfJLOvg rtjg . • J^etfgag 
aKXa xai ra xgoatrra rng roXeafg £^d-a^sy, rn¥ 
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(MtfiGirnv . . (^) . . iiarcL vofjuOtrrgarfiyosg • 
ha BiTiVU »a$»ejg tth tyyiffrct ^svraericc rtt fjt,tf 

fi TO TA . . (*°) f zgi^firui f rot, ug rtiv rgo- 
r^^ctv ra^iv oc^o»areurr9j(raMnv , iragevreg avrm 
r9iv aTcaiTfi'Tiv a xui sri to¥ huXcynr/Mv a^-^ 
^s»ra $x rm • • (^*) . . 7 • • oiafra . . sr/ koh 
T^orz^ov " Kcci Tfiv etfji,6rgo» z^ovtrtetv rm %k^ 
Xoyio'Totv h» TO . . rav xotT avrm xara^om , 
27ti rm ru^ayga^uy avroug ^Xsso'ru tx r . . 
(^*) . . ¥ t& OX) ^vn^ainv avrovg fLiv agyvgi-- 
^sor^oLi , rfiv is aiywcrov oLvatrrarov yY^vscr^a^i • 
xot,^ yvy roig avroig ^agotyyeXXa , fji^rfizv g| 
of&oioijxATOS • . (^') nPoyPa^elv , aXX . • 
^•/aaXXo ri rm xol^oXov > xoi^^g rov xgivou 
rov BTOLgj(flv * xsXsvej ie xai roig (rr§arr,yoig 
a,flis¥ Tag €xXoyi(rrm fjuzraT^afJufiafstv , X^S^^ 
. . (**) . . J7 erag^ov • xai oi aXXo/ it 7rgay» 
[larixoi 6av r; svgs^oMrs '^svisg ti Ta^a ro izav 
^^ icoLgay senator tg " , xai roig ihejrasg o^o- 
ioMrovcip olo¥ a^tirfi^fi EE aPXa/aX . . (f^) . 
. V ug ro ifjiiotrjov • rfig Vavr^g xouconxj^sag 
g2 
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flS/y axcMiTfCBfAi KttrtL (rvvoyf/if uitairff'-^ 
(rEig ) Oo ^gog njy outrun 06fA/3»2IN . . ('^) 

mv€f,fia4rtoi¥ . • rng akfl^ietg uvTfjg ^vhu io^Si 

in^lOTfgOlf iiVOLi S^a/ • . ('^) . . I • . si^i KCtt 

jri ^^og TO oCkti^ig rtig ovtrrt^ ocvetlSafriafg xai 
Tfig /3«i8f«yMENH2 XnPAS . . ('") Ot> 
T^og 2T«o^ayr/ar r«y a^ora flfwO-vJ/zy K«/ 
ftPXa/QN <Po^m •* aJf" j} asra/rn^ij g^rai • gai 
J« r/g fleXgyj/ON E-vZ/gTo-aTo . . (^•) . . i^ 
rav rov r§ivXa<nov airoioj^el * oca [jusv yuf 
i'(po^f)^7ia'a9 aKovtravrsg Tsgt avufiBrgfjo'Bcifg rng 
tf Tfn aXgfayJf g«N XnPA/ . . {^^) . . OTio 
titi TfiZ d^x/^ictg yUg , E/g h^ ovhxore (r^fih 
¥tO¥ xartin^n , fji^n fjuatfiv iiUfOBiir^ciftrdv • 
0VT6 EroXfji.fjff'av . . (^*) . . iTfjv avAMer^^/v , 
01W6 rOAMH20T2IN bti • jOtevf/v y«| 
o^EiAel gf a/a;vog aur^?; ^/xAION - n> 
Tfavro io'TTiiJi.l KAI IIEPi rm ro . . (^*) . . 
w» TgOa'yBvijfJuurm , itm OT^sv gr ayra^r^ 
zOLm^ecr^cii . Tg^ / Jg ra;v ug^atoTtVCll^ ANA- 
METPHcgfl/v gv «g/ . . vtifJLovuig y fj . . (^^) 
. • €¥ n otrui roXXaxig • • rXeOp TrlEigiBttitrocv , 
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^6v gT/ . . a • . (^*) • . € . • ro^ uvToK^urogt 
y^etpm . . tj ret tm¥ akhm , . • c«N avTM 
ifjXa) T6t)i fjuovm ivp(ZfJiJ£i^Cli rtt rotavru oX- 
•\ ojg skkotTuv * . (**) . . utT9j(r AI rm AT- 
rwN ^arri^iag fj ilHHKTjg ETE^yg^/a xai 
^govoia • • ETOT^ urPtwroT (I) rov Ag/jS/otf 
0EOT • . 20TAniKI0T ('') TAAjSa 
KoiStK^o^ ^sBfl&^STOt; uvrc^o^ogog ' Esn^t 



TRANSLATION. 

(*) I, Julius Demetrius, Commander of 
the Thebaic Oasis, have transmitted to you 
a copy of the Ordinance sent to me by 
the Lord Governor (*) Tiberius Julius 
Alexander* ; in order that being acquainted 
with it, you may enjoy the (A) benefits of the 
Immortal, the Divine and August Sulpicius 
(0 Galba the Emperor. The 1st Phaophi 

* Tiberius Alexander, praefectus ^gypti, primus 
in verba Vespasiani legiones adegit, calendis Julii| 
qui prtncipatus dies in posterum observatus est.— ^ 
Suetonius^ Vespas. c. 6. 
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(29th October,) of the year 2, according to 
the Augustan Calendar. 

Tiberius Julius Alexander says : ** Taking 
all possible care that the city should remain 
in proper (^) order, and should enjoy the 
benefits which have been conferred on it by 
the august Emperors, and that Egypt, con- 
tinuing in tranquillity, should obey the laws 
with cheerfulness, in abundance, and in the 
unprecedented (0 happiness of the (B) pre- 
sent times, not being aggrieved by new and 
unjust exactions : and almost from the time 
of my first entrance into the city, having 
been intreated by those who met me both 
at home (F) and (^) among the multitude of 
the most respectable persons here that are 
employed in cultivating the land, complain- 
ing of the outrages that had lately been 
committed : I have not ceased, as far as lay 
in my power, to correct those things (J) 
which were the most urgent. But that you 
may hope with the greater confidence for 
every advantage from him that has now 
shone out upon us for the safety of the 
whole race of mankind, our benefactor the 
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nugmt Emperor Galba, both with regard to 
your protection (*) and to your comforts ; 
and that you may know that I have taken 
care of every thing that can contribute to 
your advantage, I have issued positive 
edicts respecting every thing that was re* 
quired, as fer as I had the power of judg* 
ing (^) and of acting : and with respect to 
things of greater importance, and which 
require the power aiud magnificence of the 
Emperor, I will explain them to him with 
perfect truth: the Gods having lent the 
(A) security of the world to this most ('**) au* 
spicious period* For I am well aware that 
your remonstrances are most reasonable, 
that men should not be brought against 
their will into the exchequers, or other (") 
payments of their substanciB, by force, and 
contrarily to the common custom of the 
provinces, and that the proper transaction 
of the business cannot require (E) that many 
who are unacquainted with such ('*) modes 
of proceeding should be brought up by 
force, having arbitrary impositions laid up-- 
on them. I have therefore myself never 
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brought any man into the exchequer, nor 
frill I ever do it ; knowing that this line of 
conduct is for ('0 ^i^^ public benefit : and 
that the imperial accounts should be farmed 
by those who undartake it willingly and 
according to their ability : and I am per« 
suaded that no one in my (Z) time will force 
any person to act as a tax-^therer ('^) or 
public officer against his will, but that those 
who are disposed to come forwards volun« 
tarily will have tbdi* services repaid : since 
I am determined rather to follow the es* 
tablished custom of former governors than 
to ('^) imitate the occasional injustice of 
any individuaL For some per8on£^ under 
the pretence of a public demand| and 
haying made over the debts of others^ 
have thrown several such defendants into 
the debtor's prison, and into other places 
q£ confinement, which for this very reason 
C^) I have thought proper to suppress, in 
order that money lent may be recovered 
ftom the property and not from the persons 
ef the debtors: following herein the will 
of the Imperial Deity : and I ordain that 
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BO one under the character C^) of a public 
accountant shall make over debts from 
others, which have not been originally so 
contracted : and that no freemen shall on 
any occasion be imprisoned unless they be 
criminals : nor be confined in the debtor's 
('•) jprison unless they be in debt to the 
public revenue. But in order that the 
name of the public debt may not interfere 
with the interests of private commerce, zad 
that the public faith may not be committed 
('^) by those who convert the rights of pri* 
ority of payment, or of " extent in aid,'' 
into an engine of oppression, I have issued 
a positive edict oh this subject also : for it 
has repeatedly been made known to me that 
some persons have attempted to withdraw 
pledges, which were (^) secured according 
to law, and to reclaim loans by force from 
those who had received the money, and to 
jannul the validity of sales, dispossessing 
the purchasers of the things which they had 
bought (") upon the pretence that the 
bargains were made with persons, who had 
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received the property for a term only from 
die treasury, or with a military commander, 
or a tax-gatherer, or some other person in- 
debted to the public revenue. I therefore 
ordain, that whenever any (**) commissioner 
or steward of the emperor entertains any 
suspicions of a person employed in the 
public business, he shall identify his name, 
or openly declare it, in order that if any be 
committed by such a person (*') • . two thirds 
of his property shall be held in the public 
records as a debt : but if any person neither 
having his name so entered, nor his property 
under (^) control, should lend according 
to the law, taking security, or should al- 
ready have received what he has lent, or 
shoujd have bought any thing without hav« 
ing his name or his property entered, he 
shall not be further disturbed* (**) But with 
respect to the marriage portions which are 
outstanding, and have (H) not become the 
property of the husbands, both the Imperial 
divinity and the governors of the province 
have ordered that they should be paid out 
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of the treasury to the wives, whose priority 
of payment (^) must remain inviolable. 
Applications have also been made to me 
respecting immunities and partial exemp- 
tions; among which are the peculiar pri<« 
vileges (0) it has been represented to me that 
they ought to be preserved as the divine 
Claudius (*^) ordered in his rescript to 
Posthumus, conceding them; and it has 
been said that those things which had been 
exacted afterwards by individuals had been 
afterwards condemned, and that Maccus 
had condemned them ; and that the di\dne 
(**) Claudius had previously remitted them. 
Since therefore Balbillus and Vestinus have 
remitted these payments, I observe the de- 
cisions of both these governors, which were 
also in conformity with the (^) gracious 
pleasure of the divine Claudius, so that the 
payments which had never been exacted 
were remitted, the immunities and partial 
exemptions being confirmed for the future : 
and with respect to ('*') what had been ex- 
acted in the mean time on Caesar's ac<:ountt 
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wbere a rent had been established^ as Ves- 
tinus ordered that the proper sums should 
be paid : I ('') also decree, having remit* 
ted that which has not yet been exacted^ 
that the proper payments should remain 
finr the future as they are established : for 
it is unjust that those who have purchased 
(»') property, and paid the price for it should 
be required to pay a rent for their own 
estates, like public tenants ; it is also consis- 
tent with the gracious intentions Q^) of our 
augurt emperors, that the natives of Alex- 
andria, who are settled in the country for 
the purpose of exercising their industry 
[[should be protected and encouraged.] ('*) 
It has often been demanded, and I adhere 
to the regulation, that no native of Alex- 
andria should be burdened with local ser- 
vices : and I shall ('0 *^k® ^^re that military 
commands shall be retained, where there 
has been any litigation, for three years, by 
those who shall be appointed to them. I 
declare, in general, that whenever a gover- 
nor shall once (^) have given judgment* 
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ami acquitted a person brought before idoff^ 
the person shall not again be brought to 
trial ; and if two governors shall have agreed 
in their cqpinioh, the accuser shall also be 
punished, who has brought the same affimr 
twice into the court (»') of justice, and with 
no other effect than to offord a subject of 
complaint of extortion against himself and 
against tax-gatherers in general j for maajf 
persons have thought prefer rather to ret- 
main deprived of their just possessions^ hxvr 
ing (^^) spent more than thdr value, from 
the custom of bringing the same actions be*- 
fore every court of enquiry ; and I make 
the same decree re-electing private actions; 
that if Q^y any thing ha& been tried and 
dismissed, q^ shall be dismissed^ by.tb^ 
judge appointed to try private causeSiL it 
shall no longer be law&I for the plaintfiflP 
to renew his suit, or to try the canae 
again : and whoever acts to the contrary^ 
shall be fined without (^) excuse ; for there 
will be no end of informations^ of causes 
which have been dismissed are farou^^ fim 
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wards again continually, until the culprit be 
condemned ; and the city having already 
become almost uninhabited, on account 
of the (^') multitude of informers, and 
every fiunily being disturbed by them, 
I peremptorily command, that if any one 
brings an action on his own account, and 
gives an information upon suspicion, in con- 
junction with another, he must bring (^^) 
forward the person from whom the informa- 
tion is obtained, in order that this person 
may not be exempt from responsibility ; and 
if any person has given three informations 
upon suspicion, and has failed to support 
them by proof, it shaU not be lawful for him 
to institute any action in future, but he shall 
be mulcted half of (**) his property ; for it 
is most unjust that one, who has endangered 
the property and honour of many, should 
himself escape wholly without responsibility. 
And, in all cases, I (^) also direct the Re- 
gistrarof the Immortal Imperial Deity to take 
account of all innovations inconsistent with 
the gracious intentions of the Augusti . . . 
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(**) . . . those who have been proved to b^ 
corrupt informers I have punished as they 
deserved. I am well aware that you already 
take great care for the tranquillity of Egypt : 
(f) the expenses of public works that you 
have to sustain, I have controlled as 
much as possible j for I have had many ap- 
plications from agriculturists throughout 
the country, informing me, that they had 
often been judicially compelled (^7) . 
. • other exorbitant taxes in com and 
money: and that facilities were not a& 
forded to those who attempted to improve 
their estates upon an extensive scale ; 
and that these and similar adjudications 
had taken place, not only in the Thebaid 
(^) and in the more distant Nomes, but that 
they had extended to the very suburbs rf 
the city, the proper territory of the Alex- 
andrians, and to the Mareotis (^) 

to the commanders of the Nomesf, 

that if they have surcharged any person 
within the last five years with sums which 
were not universally, or for the most part. 
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paid by the Nomes, or before .*..•.... (*°) 

shiUI be judged J they shall restore 

the assessments to their former state, and 
shall relinquish the demand of what has 

been exacted by the tax-oflSce for the 

('')....,. likewise heretofore j and the ex- 
cessive power of the collectors in all parts» 
and the complaints that are made of their 
many exaggerated charges and litigations 

«••••. (^0 whence it has happened that 

they have been enriched, but that the tran- 
quillity of Egypt has been disturbed: I 
now also command these same persons not 
%o assess any taxes^ according to the exam- 
ple of another place (^') ...•*.* nor to make 
any alterations in the general arrangements 
without obtaining judgment from a go- 
vernor : and I direct that the military com- 
manders shall receive nothing from the tax- 
gatherers without (^) ... or the governors : 
and if any other revenue officers shouM be 
found to have carried oflF property upon false 
pretences, or contrarily to law, the^ shall 
make restitution to the individuals, so as to 
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reduce the payment to that which has been 
established of old, and shall pay a fine to 
the treasury. It is also in consequence of 
a similar fraud that demands have been 
made for taxes upon an average rate, and 
not in conformity with the actual ascent of 

the inundation Q^) having taken 

into account some ancient registers of the 
ascents of former years j while in fact no- 
thing seems more just than that the tax 
should be paid according to the inundation 
of the current year Q'^) and it is na- 
tural that the cultivators should continue 
their labours with the greater alacrity, when 
they know that they are to be rated ac- 
cording to' the actual inundation, and the 
extent of the grounds overflowed ...... (*•) to 

corrupt informations regarding the average 
rate; and the old duties which are demand- 
ed : and if any person in bringing evidence 
shall be found to have falsified it, he (*9) shall 
pay a fine of three times the amount to the 
public treasury. And with regard to those 
who have been alarmed by hearing of the 

• H . 
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jMlmeasureiments which have taken place in 

the country about Alexandria (^) thare 

was no need of it with respect to the old 
land, upon which the measuring rod was 
never carried ; let them not entertain any 
unnecessary anxiety: neither have they 
dared to propose an admeasurement, nor 
will they dare to do it ; for it must still re« 
main at the just rate established from time 
immemorial : and I ordain the same con* 

ceming (^^) the late additions, so that 

none of them shall be disturbed* But with 
respect to the more ancient admeasure* 

ments (^^)as many as have fre^ently 

«... have had no other effect than to lob 

those who have been cited, and to (^) 

4.. by writing to the Emperor, respecting 
the affidrs of others, if I explain them to 
him who alone is able entirely to remove 
such difficulties ........ (^) demanding fy: 

their preservation : his constant beneficence 

and vigilance In the first year of the 

everliving deity (^) (I) Sulpicius GaJbn 
Caesar Augustus the Emperor ; Epiphi t^^ 
or July 9. (A. D. 6fiL) 
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On the south comer of the east point is 
the following : - 

ft * 

Q) Uocniojviog (rr^uTfjyog * ^*) n/jg «ia* 

(p^iitrrig fioi v^eo rov xvgiov fiyBfj^ovog (') tTiarro'- 

T^Tjgy (Tvv rm vroTBTxyfj(,Bmi ^gotrroTMATil 

TE2 (') ATra »ATANoH&^rg, ycui i^unhv 
y^gvavr/ov ro/^Tf 0(rtETArMENOI2 f) EF- 
XEIPIZHTE- EToT2 (^) zvotrov r/fBegtov 
xXuvhov xata-ugog Q) SEBASTOT TEP- 
MANlKovccvroKgo^Togog^ jtC6;^6<P E(*) FNAI- 
02 0TAAEPI02 KAIIlTa;!^ votrnimim 
trrpu^rfjycat OMtreCl^ (^) .•. rrjg 'X'oXecitg coio •••• 
S-jyxa iKtryji[JU(iQ^) . . . .C°)^oa>'^ocg . . . BOyXo- 

fJHa^i Om BBfJU (") T6 T9JI f^fJTgO^oXei TOO VOfJUdV 

xui Ku^'* g(")ya AvTo ^go^Bivui <ru^e% xm 
\v<rnfu>ig XPAMMA2I {'') ;caTA crrHXjjr 
M yivfirai rtx^yjt EII' ly^oo. 
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TRANSLATION^. 

(') Posidonius commander.(*) I have trans- 
mitted you copies of the letter sent to me 
by the Lord Governor Q) with the ordi- 
nance contained in it, (^) in order that 
being acquainted with them (Q you may 
act in conformity with them, and do nothing 
contrary to these commands. (*) In the 
ninth year of Tiberius Claudius Csesar (J) 
Augustus Germanicus the Emperor, Mechir 
5 C) or Jan. 31. ( A.D. 24.) Cnseus Valerius 
Capito to Posidonius the commander of the 
basis (0 The city being .... ('^) . . I re- 
quire you therefore (") to aflSix them sepa- 
rately in the chief city of the Nome (") in 
clear and legible characters ('') on a column, 
and let this be done speedily, in my time. 

The succeeding inscription is probably 
the ordinance mentioned in the last, as it 
has no preface or date, and is engraved on 
the middle of the south side of the east 
point : 
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(*) Fvaiog lovXio^ KctTiTOiv XeFe^ ' (*) Km 

Taken fjbsN fiKovov riifug iuxamg uhxovg xai 
TapoeiKoyIQ)Mg vito rofv ^XsoveKTiKcifg kcu 
a)tAlioiZ rarZ Te ovcnecig »'3to{^)^g6fftz»m 

itrra (^) $ymif, v^o^eini on avuXt(rK$rai riva 
.agUu^ovrafv asrXft;(^)^ rav g^/ ratg X§^^^^^ ^^ 
VTroKElfJutva, 6ig iaxccvag (^) xa^ Clvtccg avrm * 
rat, fMfjTS ovra, fjLfjrs o^BiXovru E/va/ * (^) 
ofMwg is Koci avTagiiojp ovofjLUTh ^/' o xeXEvej 
Tcvg (^) iioSevoNrctg iia rm vofjum. (rrguriafrag 
a/FT^TIOTS xui ('°) Sraro^aj kui Ikoltoih 
ra^'jfctg xcti y/Kia^X^^^ **' tov% AO/(")srot;g 
avmroLg (N) pjjgv 'Kccfjt.^aviiv pjjg ayyA- 

ij(^Cl%f xai rovrovg is (rreyfii [i,o¥ov Jg(*^)- 
%6^&a/ royj ingj^fifi^Bvovg * weoKsifJusvcv t$ fiift- 
iivx fji^fiiiv TgitT{^^)T6i¥ tiu rm wco [jLa,*Ei[Mv 
trrccGsvTAfv * pTa» is rig im^ hi ofg ie{'^)iofjbBvo¥ 
Xoyio'fircct xcti gto'^ga^fji ifjfjuxrlx, rovrov to 
iixarXovv C^) iTof BXTga^^of ov oTrog 6T§u^6» 
Tov vofio¥ • xat rm (jt^n^Xtra^vri ('^) ro rgrPa- 
vKoMTiOv fAsPog icotrcj ix rfjg rov xa^ro^xgi^ 
OiPTog ovo'Ktg (^^) ' ol "BounXixoi y^xfji^fiuretg 
xai X6iffjf^oyguf4.fJLotrsii x»i roToyfajC6('')MA- 
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rug »aT» po/mv ^oLitra wa icMr<tm,rm uc rov 
vofuu ug ri¥<t (^'') • • . , TEsr^axrai Tfa^our 
X^A^9 n aXXo ri av «,fOVQVi%a¥ kcci tr * . ^ 
. . . (*') ilnxovng Eiior»fg ay oi ^grf rHg 
^flfiaiiog iioL • . • • BT^T^Xfi ogo • • (^^) Xoyio^ 
nigia^ KUi Tgog ^ettrikuinv roN Kcuo'agog artr' 
X«T0«foi^ jy . . . • 7 (*') roy Xoyi^rjy^/oy , 
xai rot;c s;i(Xo7/0'ra^ T's^xTfrQo'aif, U say 
TaPa rD d/xaioy (*^) XsXoyet^jcteyov j? ^'AjA- 
TEray^svoy if » rot;ro (^) iafgutrofjun * ofMiwg 
(continued on the north comer of the south 
side of the east point) iZ KAI BOTXof^a^ 

iflXov(r^(ii • . • • vgog 9 agyvgiov h 

[ifiv irziTaitizov • • • TgcjTop aKCvtrag f . . • . 
To^a rjjy rov zvgtov sroXfJutf^Av fitrxi 

• • • • Tfig r/ Xce^fjL^avo • • • . ToAXaxi^ to^ 
Par . . . 6ay roT^ yEai . . . goyga^tj . • . . ; 
crgarfjrCli • . . ^rixovra . ... gov ^gog r . . . 
^0A» ea • • • . srg/y^ra^ • • . xcci rcc apu • . • • 
icai TOiAvTfji i ^BgeXirTOv . • • fiitj 

«'PoXgy« .... TMf U KCtl ... W/ TOT .... Toy^ 

a • • • • ^o'oajjX B'kour^oi) • • • . /ron^ 

• • • • y (Ml [Jt^tra .... ay^ . • • acr • . . ori 
c ilg » . . MHTPoTdXE/ rot; oXoi; vo : . . . J 
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TRANSLATION. 

(') Cnseus Julius? or Valerius *Capito 
says, O I have both heard long ago, that 
, some unjust expenses and overcharges (') 
had been made by persons avariciously and 
shamelessly abusing (♦) the properties of in- 
dividuals J and I have lately become more 
particularly acquainted with such practices 
in the Libyan territory (0^ on the pretence 
that Sums have been expended by the plain- 
tiffs (^) for the use of the defendants, as be- 
ing subject to such expenses upon their 
bargains • . . which charges are neither true 
nor admissible (^). And the like abuses have 
occurred with regard to couriers; wherefore,, 
I command (') all those belonging to the 
Egyptian army, who are travelling through 
the Nomes, whether seijeants ? ('**) or cen- 
turions, or tribunes, or of any other de- 
scription (") to refrain from receiving any 
thing, or exacting any services, (") unless 

* In Gruter's inscriptions we find a Julius Capito 
«id a Valerius Capito. 
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they are furnished with warrants from me, 
and that they shall then be only accommo- 
dated with lodgings ('^) on their journey : 
it being understood that nothing shall, be 
required ('*) beyond what was established 
by Maximus ; and if any thing further be 
given, or be considered ('^) as given, and be 
publicly exacted by any one ("*), I will impose 
a fine upon him to ten times the amount that 
he has exacted from the nome, and I give a 
('^) fourfold portion to the informer out of 
the property of the offender ('*). The royal 
scribes, and the village clerks ('') and the 
clerks of the districts, in each noine, shall 
keep a register of all the payments that are 

made on account of the nome (*°) in 

order that if any thing has been unjustly ex- 
acted, or if any other injury has been com- 
mitted, it may be redressed (*') . . coming up, 
the thing being known : but the inhabitants 
of the Thebaid may have recourse to the 

(") tribunals ; and let them address 

themselves to Basilides, the freedman of 
Cffisar, or (**) . . of the tribunal, and. to the 
judges belonging to that department : find 



Digitized by 



Google 



OASES OF UPPER ECTPT. 105 

if any thing shall have been adjudged or 
exacted contrary to what is just (**) . . Vill re- 
ward the informer. (H) In like manner .... 

{[The fragment which follows may possibly 
be a part of this decree, but it is too imper- 
fect to be translated. J 

On the south side of the eastern Portal. 

A/a . . • siusTTig Iv \lfii rm (SovXofJuevCll 

T^ovg 'sl^Bvirufj^epov^ K$Keva> i 

^PE2/3Tra^ rm vofjum AfiXCltrm avay 

i>'«'«e .... fjbm(pvg . . . 'x'SfjuTBtif .... 

f/^CTizut .... (pX ... . (nu(rifjv . . . . xo^s . . 
Tig iovocupstg hoc . . . yte .... avrm stvai 
^ccifegop .... fjfiuAoyov Qetfjtcif . . r • . pdimXo 
.... BTovg ^gClTov «a/2ago; <rg/3A2TOT 
na;^nN oi. 

In these fragments we can only under- 
stand that "it may be lawful to any one who 
is willing ... I order those who have falsi- 
fied the elders of the nomes .... about 

to show .... to send . . The first year of 
Caesar Augustus, Pachon 1, or April 26." 
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This is however sufficient to show the im- 
ture of the inscription*. 

* A few corrections of these inscriptions have been 
suggested to Dr. Young by a collation with M. Cail- 
liauiTs copies, which have been received since the com- 
pletion of the translations in their present state ; and 
h has been considered as more satisfactory to leave the 
originals suggestions unaltered in the first instance, 
and to mention separately the corrections derived from 
this comparison. 

NOTES Ol? THE YZRST IVSCRIPTIOy. 

(A) Read and translate ivt^tmtay* L P Xovtuov Xkfihov 

vifioffTw «... ** You may enjoy its benefits. In the 
second year of Lucius Livius Augustus Sulpicius 
Galba the Emperor : the first of Phaophi (29 October) 
according to the imperial Julian calendar/' Suetonius 
informs us that Galba took the names of Lucius Livius 
instead of Servius. 

(B) Tpic/bwyKTr^. 

(r) Kou xftT oXiyovf, • ** both in small numbers and in 
multitudes." 

(A) r«y Sfvv ra^w^ofairw . • ** the Gods having re^ 
served." 

(£) WK oXtyvy ifixcb^i r» ve^evyfjMr» ••** that it has beea 
injurious to the affiurs df not a few persons." 

(z) M^ iH TO pixxoy • » <' no one for the fixture/* > 
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(H) otXXorfi»$ ovo'a;. 

(0) ffpotroJtxa, probably some " entrance duties," in- 
stead of " peculiar privileges." 

(1) L( vpwTou Xouxiou xu^iov . . ** Lucius Livius" again* 

NOTES ON THE SECOND INSCRIPTION. 
(K) avTty^a^a, 

(A) Ly for sTov;^ a common symbol : f^^x**^ i* ^® 
seventh of Mechir. 

(M) ^(»Tay/u(.a. 

NOTES ON THE THIRD INSCRIPTION. 

(N) The whole of the eleventh line is omitted by 
K. Cailliaud, to the total destruction of the sense. 

(B) ^io^dtfero/Ltai . . ^^ I will make reparation." 

NOTE ON BELZONl's INSCRIPTIONS. 

It appears from M. Cailliaud's plates, that in Belzoni's 
Travels, p. 339, B, for 3^ roy xdxKoy we must read " olpuf » 
Toy XoCkkov • ." having presented them to Mneuis : '* J have 
dug the cistern'* and probably /umvo; icavu, *' The month 
Payni,** omitting half a drachm. The eighth year of 
Caesar ;" but '^ fuXaxxoy, " as M. Cailliaud has printed 
it, is evidently an erroneous interpolation. The con- 
jectural reading of ** Serapis and Mneuis " at the end 
must be abandoned as inconsistent with the characters 
copied by M. Cailliaud. In inscription D, after 'AttoXXhn 
insert xou : in £^ for UnQmB read ayE^nxa . • '< at my ow^ 
expense have dedicated." 

7 
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Having completed our measurements of 
the Temple, we again went to the Necropo- 
lis to examine it more leisurely than we had 
done before. It contains apparently not 
fewer than two, or three hundred buildings 
of unburnt brick, ranged without attention 
to regularity, and of various sizes and shapes. 
The greater number of them however are 
square, surmounted by a dome, similar to 
the small mosques erected over Shehks* 
tombs, having for the most part a corridor 
running round, which produces an orna- 
mental effect very striking at a distance, and 
gives them a nearer resemblance to Roman, 
than to any existing specimen of Greek or 
Egyptian architecture. Some few are larger 
than the rest ; one in particular is divided 
into aisles, like our churches ; and that it 
had been used as such, by the early Christ- 
ians, is clearly evinced by the traces of saints 
painted on the wall. Many have Coptic or 
perhaps Greek inscriptions, but written in a 
hand not legible, and a few Arabic. In all 
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OASEI OF UPPER CGYPT« 109. 

we entereli there is the Greek cross, and 
the celebrated Egyptian hieroglyphic, the 
Crux Ansata^ which originally signifying 
life would appear to be adapted as a Christ- 
ian emblem either from its similarity to the 
shape of the cross, or from its being consi- 
dered the symbol of a state of future exist- 
ence. But the great peculiarity is a large 
square hole in the centre of each, evidently 
for the purpose of containing a Mummy^ 
and which, from the fragments and wrap- 
pings that lay scattered about, had probably 
been ransacked for the sake of plunder. 

It is therefore obvious that these buildings 
formed a cemetery to the town which stood 
near or about the temple of El Carg6, and 
were subsequently used for sacred purposes 
by the Christian inhabitants, or at a later 
period, as places of retreat to them wheii 
persecuted by the Mohammedans. 

I should imagine these sepulchres to be 
of Roman construction at an early period, 
since it is generally believed that the prac- 
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fice of embalming^ was gradialfy diaconti^ 
nued in Egypt after the extension of Chris-* 
tianily ; but among the various receptacles 
for the remains of the dead, from the stu- 
pendous p3a:amid to the rudest cavem, I 
know of none existing or recorded^ at all 
corresponding with them in shape and ap? 
pearance. Considering them therefore a^ 
highly curious from their structure as well 
as unique of their kind, I sincerely hope that 
any future traveller who may come here, 
will particularly direct his attention to them, 
and that moreover he will be able to do what 
we could not, make faithful transcripts of 
the inscriptions. 

The account afibrded us in the ancient 
authors with respect to the locality of the 
Oases, is as far as it goes quite satisfactory. 
The Arabic geographers on the other hand 
are less clear ; nor is it very easy to follow 
or comprehend tlieir sites and positions, but 
as they contain some curious information, 
it my not be uninteresting to the reader to 
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ha%'e the statements of both previous to my 
giving the result of my own observation^ 

Among the modems, this subject has 
been very ably discussed by IKAnville, 
Michaelis, and Major Rennell, more espe- 
cially the latterf and I have frequent occa- 
sion to refer to their opinions and argu* 
ments ; but still they laboured under the 
disadvantage of want of local investigation, 
and in consequence were not unfrequently 
reduced to argue upon supposition.*— In- 
deed Michaelis, in lamenting our ignorance 
of many interesting circumstances relatmg 
to Egypt, says, * " Nobody has ever been 
to the Faioum who was skilled in astronomy 
or able to ascertain where he was„ and none 
has ever approached the El Ouafas at alL** 
Martinannt also at the end of hia dLsi- 
sertation add^ '* I have collected the diSex^^ 

* Abulfeda cum notis Michaelis. Gott. 1771, Oct. 

^ Edrissi curavit Hartaiaon. Gott. 1796* Editio 
altera, 8vo. 
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ent relations concerning the Oases, but aol 
unable to put them together ; let him do so 
to whom it may ever happen to visit these 
regions." With such encouragement there- 
fore I feel myself justified in proceeding in 
my enquiry. 

Herodotus * in his account of the march 
of Cambyses's army against the Ammonians 
mentions its arrival at the city Oasis. As 
other writers speak of this place, and it is 
of consequence to my subject to ascertain 
its site, I shall endeavour to do so hereafter, 
and at the same time make some further 
remarks on this celebrated expedition. 

Strabot refers to the Oases in three or four 
passages ; the following are translations 
of the two of most importance. " The 
Egyptians call the inhabited tracts sur- 
rounded in a circle by great deserts, 

* Herodotus, Thalia, Sect. 26. p. 207. Fol. Ed. 
Wesseling. Amst. 1763. 
t Strabo, Xylandri. p. 940. 
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like islands in the /sea, Auasea as there 
are many in Africa. Of these, three border 
upon Egypt and are subject to it*/* Af- 
terwards t ** Of the three Auases I have 
inentioned the first is towards Abydus dis- 
4:ant from it seven days* journey over the de- 
sert, and is well supplied with water, wiiie, 
and other necessaries. The second is to- 
wards the lake Moeris, and the third near 
the oracle of Ammon* And these habitable 
districts are worthy of notice.** 

Pliny *s remarks are very brief: "There 
are two Arsinoite nomes, which, together 
with the Memphite, reach to the upper part 
of the Delta ; to which the two Oasitse are 
conterminous t.** 

Ptolemy § gives us the latitudes of the 

* By an error of the transcriber, all the editions of 
this author have Anaseis for Auaseis, which is a mode 
of spelling equally common with Oaseis. 

t Strabo, Xylandri, p. 9i0. 

X Plin. Hist. Nat. lib. 5. cap. 9. Ed. Delph. 4to. 

§ Ptolemaei Geogr. Montani. Franckfort 1605, folio. 
I 
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Great Oasis-*26V80'. The Small— 28' 
4tf'. 

• Olympiodonuy however, who, as native 
of the neighbouring r^on of the Thebais, 
"waa the most accurately informed respecting 
this region, though his tendency to exagge- 
rate cannot be denied, makes the following 
•valuable observation.: ** There are three 
Oases ; two large oqe^— ^one of them exte* 
rior, and the other interior, lying opposite 
to one anoth^, a hundred miles apart. There 
is too a liiird small one, at a considerable 
distance ^om the other two, which is an 
island, as fish, or fragments of fish, are often 
seen in the mouths of birds, which makes 
it probable the sea is not far off*." 

Such then is the information the ancient 
authors afford us respecting these districts 
collectively. The Arabic writers are more 
diffuse, though less distinct in their state- 
ments J but, for reasons before given, I shall 
quote their remarks at full length. 

» Olympiodorus apud Phot; Bibl. page 192. 
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' ^ AimlftiisL speaks' only of the Alvahntaar hi 
general, ^rhkb, he sayi»» is aregkm abound- 
ing in palms and springs*. *< The desert 
BiUTOimds the Alvahatse like iidands in the 
middle of the sand, and tiiere is between 
them and the Saidt a desert of three daja' 
jounstey.** 

The author of the book Lobad writes the 
name Alvacb, and says it is a celebrated 
region of Eg3rpt) which is contiguous pn the 
west to the deserts of Africa* Jacutust, 
in his Homonymes, declares it should be 
written Vachatas without the Al, and adds^ 
•^ ih&ce are three regions to the west of the 
Said of £gypt beyond the mountains, wfa«:h 
run parallel with the Nile, /and are called 
the first, middle, and fardiest Vachas. 0£ 
these the first is cultivated, and has warm 
springs, with a foetid smell ; and the padms^ 

♦ Abulfeda a Michaelis Gott. 8vo. 
t Said is the modem Arabic name of the Thebmd. 
* X Of Jacutiis, or Jakyt, I can obtain na infbhna- 
■ ^en, except that he was author of a Geographicid 
Dictionary* D'Herbelot does not mention him. 
i2 
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among other things, are greatly to be ac(^ 
mired ; the fields are well tilled, but the 
people wtetched." 

Hartmaim* has given us the passage from 
Jacutus more in detail-*—" Three regions, 
which bound the Said on the west, are 
called Alvahat. Egypt is terminated on the 
east and west by a chain of mountains 
which include the Nile, like wings on both 
aides, from the beginning of its course, till 
the eastern reaches Al Mokattam, and then 
breaks ofi. Beyond this is nothing but the 
desert of Arabia, and the Sea Kolsomt. The 
other runs to the sea (Mediterranean). Be- 
ycmd the western chain of mountains is the 
first Al Vah, which, commencing opposite 
the Faioum, extends to Assouan. This re- 
gion is inhabited, and abounds in handsome 
villi^es, and palms, thej&uit of which ex- 
cels that of any other part of Egypt. A 

* Edrissiy a Hartmann, Gott. 8vo. 

•|: Kolsom is the Red Sea, and the desert here qpokeo 
;of is not what is now called Arabia, but that desolate 
tract which lies between Egypt and iim sea* 
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lifte of mountain running in the same direc- 
tion as the other, divides this from a second 
Al Vah, which is not so well inhabited as 
the first. Beyond this, separated in the same 
manner by another ridge, is a third Al Vah, 
which is still less cultivated than the other 
two. In this is the city Sinraaria, with an 
abundance of palms, and copious streams 
of brackish water, which the inhabits 
ants of this tract drink j and if they 
taste any other, they find it insalubrious. 
There are six stations between the farthest 
Al Vah (or the extremity of the Al Vah) 
and the country of the Nubians, inhabited 
by barbarous tribes like the Luvatae and 
others.*' Hartmann declares he is ignorant 
where the city of Sinmaria, or Sanmaria is, 
but thinks it can hardly be Santariah spoken 
of by Edrissi, which i§ the same as Siwah. 

Edrissi, in the 4th Section of the 1st 
Climate, informs us, ** Al Vahat is near 
Assouan, to the west of it. This region, 
which is now desolate and uninhabited, was 
formerly well peopled. Streams run through 
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ity and trees and deserted towns stiU re-^. 
main. So also from the back <^ this region 
to Cavar and Cucu^ the country is co« 
vered with palms, and ruins of buildings^ 
Ibn Haukal * relates, that << there are in this 
district goats and sheep quite undomesti? 
cated, which fly from men, and are pursued 
by hunters like wild beasts. The greater 
part of the Alvahatas extend farther down, 
and there are ruins, concerning which, God 
willing, I will treat hereafter.*' 

This account of the ruins unfortunately 
has not been preserved to us, as Hartmann 
remarks in his note — " There is, no doubt, 
much left out between this and the preced- 
ing paragraph, by the Epitomiser. For in- 
stance, the description he promised of the 
ruins is wanting, and many other things, 
the loss of which we much lament."' Edriss^ 
tells us afterwards, in the 2nd Section 

* £bn Haucal, author of a prolix book on geogra- 
phy, cited frequently by Abulfeda, lived in the tenth 
century. D'Herbelot — Art. Haucal. Sir Wm. Ouseley 
basy I believe, translated his work into English. 
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of the 4th Climate, " That the remain, 
ing part of the region, Al Vahat, run» 
to the south as far as the country of the 
Taguita&. Between Al Vahat, in which arc 
serpents, found no where else» and the 
boundary of Nubia, ia an interval of three 
days.'' 

This same editor, in his notes, gives the 
following passage from Ibn el Vardi** 
" There are places called Alouhat, inhabited 
by Berbers and blacks, abounding in vil- 
lages, where the heat is very greats They 
are situated along the mountains, which are 
between Egypt and the desert. Wild asse^ 
are found there, spotted black and white^ 
(Zebras?) which are so attached to the 
country, that they die when they leave it. 
Formerly much saffron and sugar-cane was 
grown in this district.** 

* Zeineddin Omar Ben Modhaffer Ben al Vardi, 
who died in the year 749 of the Hegira, was author of 
a poem on the explication of Dreams, and likewise of 
a Work on Arabic Geogp'aphy. D'Herbelot — Vardt. 
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Having, I fear, trespassed too much on 
the patience of the reader, I shall finish 
these quotations by remarking that Leo 
Africanus * concludes a list of the ** Is- 
lands" which stretch across the north of 
Africa, with Gadamis, Pizza (Fezzan), Au- 
gila, and Eloah, and in another place informs 
us that the El Ouah is a country situate in 
the desert of Libya, a hundred miles from 
Egypt, where there are three forts, many 
houses, rich fields, and an abundance of 
date trees. 

It appears clear, then, that the ancients 
considered the Oases connected with Egypt, 
to be three in number, though the Arabic 
writers both divided and enumerated them 

* John Leo was a Mohammedan by birth, born at 
Grenada; when his native place was taken in 1492, 
by Ferdinand and Isabella, he retired into Africa, where 
he resided a considerable time and was thence called 
Africanus. He embraced Christianity under Leo Xth, 
who highly esteemed him. He died about ] 526y leav- 
ing a very valuable geographical description of Africa, 
written in Arabic ; and likewise a work on the lives of 
the Arabian Philosophers. 
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fliflPerently, The most northerly was that of 
the Ammonians where was the temple and 
oracle of Jupiter Ammon, which has beea 
spoken o£ and described by so many ancient 
authors. It is not my intention to sift into 
their evidence, but merely to state in a few 
words the result of modem enquiry respect- 
ing this celebrated spot. 

Siwah, on the great caravan road between 
Egypt and the west of Africa, was long sup* 
posed to correspond with the site of it, but 
still its locality was not accurately ascer« 
tained, and much was left to vague conjee- 
ture. Under this uncertainty, Browne, who 
had arrived at Alexandria in the month of 
January 1792, determined to explore it pre- 
vious to prosecuting his grand object of pe- 
netrating into the Soudan. Accordingly, 
on the 27th of February he set out, and 
following the same direction as Alexander 
the Great, coasted the Mediterranean as far 
asBareton, near the ancient Paraetonium, and 
then turning southwards, reached Siwah the 
twelfth day. He found the Oasis in which 
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that town is placed, extremely luxuriant and 
fertile, extending about six miles in length/ 
and four and a half in width, which accords 
well enough with the ancient accounts. 
There were also the remains of an Eg3rptian 
temple of great antiquity, but of such small 
dimensions, being only 5S feet long, by 15 
wide, that he could not imagine it to be that 
he soQght, though he could hear of none 
other near. 

In 1798 it was again visited by Mr. 
Homeman> who was sent out by the Aj&ican 
Association for the purpose of exploring the 
Feazan, and the adjoining countries. Hia 
account differs materially from Browne's, 
both as to the extent of the Oasis, and the 
size <^ the temple : but these discrepancies 
are accounted for, and in some degree re-* 
concikd, by sir William Young, secretary 
to the Association, in an appendix to Home- 
man's Journal. That Siwah was the site of 
AmoHMi, has since been satisfactorily proved 
by m^or Rennell, in his valuable work on 
the geography of Herodotus, but should anyi 
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doubt still exist, it may be coQsidared as set: 
^trest, by some agents^ lately sent there by^ 
Mr, Bankes, having, I am informed, disco* 
yered the triple enclosure, and the Ram's 
head, the distinctive mark of Jupiter Am« 
mon. The same author likewise identifies 
Siwah with the Santariah of the Arabic 
geographers, though this name is not known 
to the natives. It lies in 26° 24' E. Longi* 
tude, and 29' 12' North Latitude. , 

The ancient writers, though they gene- 
rally agreed in placing the Oasis Parva near 
the lake Moeris, had but a very imperfect 
knowledge of its situation, which is not to 
be wond^ed at considering that it lies out 
of any regular line of communication* 
Ptolemy indeed marks it in 28° 45' North 
Latitude, but in giving us the meridian as 
mefisured £rom Alexandria, he would place 
it due south of the lake. Since, however, 
his position of the lake itself^ as well as of 
one or two leading points in this district is 
obviously erroneous, it would be in vain ta 
trust to him as a guide to what is more re-; 



Digitized by 



Google 



124 JOURITEY TO TWO OF THE 

mote and uncertain. Major Rennell has 
endeavoured to ascertain the site by calcu- 
lation ; the result of which is that he would 
look for this Oasis at Bahnasa, which Abul- 
feda lays down about eighty three geogra- 
phical miles to the west of another place of 
ihe same name, the ancient Oxyrinchus ; 
but he allows that he goes upon mere con* 
jecture. Here the matter rested, until Mr. 
Belzoni undertook to explore this portion of 
the desert in the month of May 1819* 
Quitting the Nile atSediman, and proceed- 
ing in a westerly direction, on the sixth 
day he passed by Regen El Cazar, a culti- 
vated spot now deserted, and on the ninth 
arrived at the El Ouah El Cazar ; a journey 
which occupied him but seven days on his 
return. The extent of ruins which induced 
him to imagine that he had discovered the 
temple of Ammon, render it probable that 
this El Ouah was the principal position of 
the less Oasis j but it must be confessed that 
it is farther to the west than we should have 
been led to expect. In fact its distance of 
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iont or five days' journey to the south east 
of Siwah would agree well with Ediissi's 
site of Ain Cais (the fountain of Cais) the 
Fons Solis of Ptolemy; and the peculiarity 
of the spring which Belzoni describes, may 
perhaps strengthen this opinion. I must 
leave to others to decide this point, but it 
seems very clear that the district of the less 
as well as of the great Oasis, was composed of 
a certain number of inhabited spots, though 
the name was sometimes merely applied to 
the principaL Among these were the El 
Ouah el Haix discovered by Belzoni three 
days to the south of El Cazar, and perhaps 
the most southerly was the El Ouah El 
Gherbi mentioned by Browne as only two 
days to the north of El Carge. The follow- 
ing passage from D* Anville much confirms 
this idea : ** Nous n'avons aucun notion 
actuelle correspondante au petit El Ouah^ 
mais je vois la petite Oasis partagee en 
deux dans la Notice de PEmpire, puis qu* 
une Poste en cette Oasis (Oasi minore) en 
ajoutant le nom de Trinytheos est du de- 
partment de la Thebaide/* 
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With respect to the Oasis Magna, thef« 
is no room for difference of opinioo, nor do 
I imagine that any doubt has ever existed 
Df its occupjring that portion of the Libyan 
Desert, which extends about 100 miles from 
north to south, from £1 Carge to Mughess, 
and contains besides them about four or 
five cultivated stations which intervene* 
Strabo, it is true, would remove it to seven 
days' journey from lEigypts while caravans 
now perform the journey in four or five ; 
but he clearly means the same by placupg 
it opposite to Abydos, which c<»ncides with 
the situation of £1 Carge ; and the difier- 
ence between that place and Ptolemy's po- 
sition is not very material*. As the cara- 

♦ Ptolemy lays down Oasis Magna 26^ 30^ N. L. 
Whereas I have marked El Carge at 26^ 1'. I do not 
think a diffefeQ<;e of 29 niEnatefi, should. this be cor- 
recti is sufficient to make us doubt the identity of the 
two, more especially as Ptolemy's knowledge of the 
geography of the Desert is not very accurate, as I have 
shown above. With regard to the longitude, as I 
imagine the site of this place has never been accurately 
.aieevtainedy I have ventured to place it considerably 
more to the east than Browne, in order to make it 
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van route between Egypt and the Soudan 
passes through this region, several Euro* 
peaos have traversed it; among others 
Poncet*, Vansleb, andBrowne) in 1798 ; but 
it is certainly very singular that not one 
should ever have heard of the splendid 
ruins, some of which lie almost in their 
path* Edrissi distinctly mentions them, 
and, in the passage we have unfortunately 
lost, has most probably performed bis pro* 
mise of describing them. 

But one author, ancient or modem, ap« 
pears to have known, or at least distinctly 
mentioned the farther or more western 

agree with our ealcuUtlons, Thiii is done with defer** 
ence, and is open to correction^ but as El Carg6 ha9 
hitherto been marked, we should hare travelled three 
miles and a half an houv between it and the Nile, which 
exceedii eTery average. 

• Poncet was ai French physicinOft who was sent 
into Abyssinia on a special missioa by Mr. Miulleti Ib^ 
French Consul at Cairo in the year ]698. The Je- 
suits strongly opposed his journey, and raised a great 
<>uteiy against hinii by their endeavours to invalidate 
his statementa. I regret not having seen hi« wo«k. 
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Oasb ; a silence the more extraordinary a^ 
the extent of the ruins, and especially the 
traces of Roman stations, which prove a 
r^ular communication when belonging to 
the empire, render it very improbable that 
the geographers of that age should have 
been wholly ignorant of it On the other 
hand, if it had been known, the peculiarity 
of situation would hardly have allowed it 
to be passed over ; and that it ever should 
have been considered a part of the 6i*eat 
Oasis, seems nearly impossible from the 
space between them, and from the ridge of 
mountain which nature has marked as the 
barrier between the two. Such, however, 
is the case ; and to Olympiodorus we are 
indebted for the only account of this singu- 
lar district. His description is clear and 
explicit: " There ai'e three Oases, two 
large ones, one exterior and other interior, 
lying opposite to one another, a hundred 
miles apart.*' From ignorance of the ex- 
istence of this, D* Anville imagines that our 
author refers to the position of the less 
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Oasis to the north of the Great ; but the re- 
lations of exterior and interior can only ap«* 
ply to the respective situations of the Great 
Oasis with that I am describing. Besides 
which the distance he makes between the 
two very nearly agrees with our calcula- 
tion. It is just possible that Edrissi alludes 
to this, when he" says, " From the back of 
the region (the Great El Ouah) as far as 
Cucu and Cavar, are a continuation • of 
ruins and palms.'* The Arabic geographers 
called the northern part of that portion of 
Libya joining this region Cavar, and the 
southern Cucu ; if, thei:efore, the back 
mean literally the farther side of the ridge 
of . mountains, which forms the western 
boundary to that El Ouah, tlie ruins and 
palms here spoken of must belong to this. 
Jacutus mentions three Wahs running pa- 
rallel to one another. As we were positive- 
ly told that there is none beyond this to the 
west. Major Rennell is probably right in con- 
sidering the Sanmaria, which Jacutus places 
in his farthest, as Santariah or Siwah^ but if 

K 
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90 tkis geographer Strangely confounds tli0 - 
positions of the others. We calculated that 
this Oasis lies between »&" and 36' 20' north 
latitude, and extends from 27* 45' to SS"" 
94/ east longitude. 

I mentioned above my intention of re« 
turning to the consideration of Cambyses's 
expedition, and the ^te of the city Oasis. 
Herodotus relates as follows* : " The troop, 
who were sent against the Ammonians, 
leaving Thebes, followed their guides, and^ 
appear to have reached the city Oasis, 
which those Samians t, who are said to be 
of the ^chrionian tribe, inhabit, distant 
from Thebes seven days' journey across the 
sand; which region is caUed in Greek 
Meucdgw vnm (Islands of the Blessed). The 
army is repented to have arrived thus far, 
but what became of it afterwards nobody 

* Herod. Thalia, p. 205, Wesseling. Fplio, AjmU 
176S. 

f Who these Samians were I do not pretend to de- 
termine. Yatknaer and other commentators have writ- 
ten upon thi« passage, but nothing satisfactory. 
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knows except the Ammodians, and those 
nrho have heard from them : for the Per?- 
stSLns neither reached the Ammpaians or 
returned back. These people^ however, re- 
late, that when the Persians had advanced 
half-way between the city Oasis and them, 
during supper a violent south wind came 
on, and overwhelmed them in the sand, and 
that they thus disappeared.'* 

The author of the Universal History says 
there were two cities of this name*, " not 
properly in Egypt, but on the borders of 
Libya/' I do not know his authority for 
this assertion, but it is by no means improbai^ 
ble that the capital towns in both the Oa^es» 
Magna and Parva, had the same appellar 
tion. At all events it seems evident, that 
that Herodotus mentions was the chief city 
oCthe Oasis Magna, and was situated near 
the temple of El Carg6, as part of the in- 
scriptions given above, in addition to the 
splendour of the ruins, will go far to prove. 

♦ Universal History, vol. i. p. 174. Fol, 
k2 
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<^ Cnasus Valerius Capito, to Fosidonius^ 
commander of the Oasis* The city being 

.r . . I require you therefore to 

affix them (the decrees) separately in the 
chief city of the nome, in clear and legible 
characters engraven on a column ; . and let 
this be done speedily." Here then are the 
decrees engraved on one of the entrances 
to the temple, therefore it is fair to pre- 
sume that this was the chief city of the 
n(Hne. Pliny, Lib. 5. cap. 4. speaks of " Ibi 
Civitas Ocensis ;*' and Michaelis quotes 
Cellarius, and D'Anville the Notitia Im- 
perii, to show there was a Roman station 
called Ibi or Hibe in the Oasis attached to 
the Thebaid. In addition to this, Evagrius* 

• Evagrius Hist. Eccles. Lib. 1. Cap. 7. 

' Evagrius Scolasticus^ an historian of eminence^ 
was bom at Epiphania, A.D. 536. He wrote an 
JBcclesiastical History, which begins where Socrates 
and Theodoret leave off, for which he was reward- 
ed by the Emperor Tiberius and Maurice. A good 
edition in folio was published by M. de Valois at 
Paris, and republished, with additional notes, by Wil- 
liam Reading at Cambridge 1620. 
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in. giving the words of Nestorius's letter :: 
" By the edict of the emperor I was sent 
to Oasis, which is known likewise by the 
name of Ibis ;'* ascertains that as these two 
places were the: same, the city Oasis must 
have been near the Thebaid. We may far- 
tiier remark that seven days is by no means 
too long a time, as Michaelis imagines, £br 
an army encumbered as the Persian was to 
occupy ^on its march from Thebes to EI 
Carge, and that the situation of this latter 
place would not lie out of the way between 
Thebes and the country of the Ammonians* 
There can hardly be a doubt, therefore, as 
to the locality of the city Oasis. 

Herodotus tells us, that the inhabitants 
of this district were Samians, and the Am- 
monians''^ a mixture of Egyptians and Ethio- 
pians, but a curiouspassage from Josephust, 

* Edrissi and Ibn el Yardi both assert that San- 
tariah (Siwah) is inhabited by Berbers mixed with 
Arabs. 

f Josephus contra Apionem. Lib. 2. — Ka2 yeynni* 
fiiifoi h *'Oaa^ ttJ? AlyuTTov, meifTU* Ahyvirrltff, w^wtoj «», 
mi Hvoi Ti^ Whiston 
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shows that in his time the population of 
these remote tracts was considered as pure 
Egyptian. In attacking Apion he accuses 
him of wishing to be considered a Greek, 
when he is an Egyptian, and says ^^He 
belies himself, and that too, being bom in 
the Oasis of Egypt whence he is, as one 
would say, the first of all Egyptians.^' 
Under the Empire the whole of this re^on 
was attached to the great central province 
of Egypt, the seven nomes ; and in after* 
times when Christianity was established it 
was still of some consequence ; for Vanaleb' 
informs us that he cc^ied from a Copt 
manuscript, a list of ninety eight * Bishop- 

Whiston gives these words a different interpretation, 
but I have translated them literally, and certainly un- 
derstand from them, that a native of the Oasis was 
mo8l especially and genuinely an Egyptian. Micbadfis^ 
too, considers this the meaning of the passage. 

* The jurisdiction of the Patriarch of Alexandria 
extended itself at a very early period over Egypt, 
Libya, Pentapolis, and Nubia ; and Abyssinia was added 
to it by the labours of Frumentius, who was consecrated 
Metropolitan Bishop of Axumaby St. Athanasius A.D. 
995. When the Alexandrian Church embraced the 
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licks into which Egypt was divided at the 
time of its schism with the Catholic 

Monothelite Heresy, its example seems to have been fol- 
lowed not very long afler by its different provinces, 
for prior to the Mohammedan invasion we hear, that 
besides the ninety eight, or according to other accounts 
the eighty Bishopricks of Egypt, there were seventeen 
in Nubia, and five in the Pentapolis and Libya, besides 
the Metropolitan Abuna, and the whole Empire of 
Abyssinia, subject to the Jacobite Patriarch. 

Christianity was first obliterated in Barbary where 
its followers did not very long resist the power of the 
conquerors. It is likewise quite extinguished in 
Nubia, though Vansleb tells us that when he travelled in 
that country A. D. 1673, the Churches preserved a 
degree of freshness which seemed to indicate that their 
desertion had occurred at no very distant period: 
Burckhardt and other modern travellers attest the fre- 
quency of them. This event may not improbably have 
finally occurred at the conquest of the pountry by 
Sultan Selim the beginning of the sixteenth century, 
though the decay was progressive. 

In Abyssinia the Christian Religion still prevails, 
though it is said to be at a very low ebb, partly from the 
incessant wars in which that empire is engaged with its 
Pagan neighbours, and in a great measure, from the 
ill-directed zeal of the Jesuits in their endeavours to 
establish Catholicism in opposition to the dominant 
religion, which distracted the country for more than 
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Church, the two last of which were Vdi 
(El Ouah) and Vahipsai. 

two centuries. The first introduction of this order 
into Abyssinia, was occasioned by an invitation of the 
Emperor David to John III. King of Portugal to send 
him troops to reduce some rebel provinces, and mis- 
sionaries to instruct him in the Orthodox faith. At the 
command of the Pope Julius III. Ignatius Loyola who 
had now firmly established his order of Jesuits de- 
puted John NiineZy with the title of Patriarch, and 
Andrea Ovidio and Melchior Carnero his coadjutors 
A. D. 1550^ to accomplish this arduous enterprise. 
The '' Lettres Edifiantes*' contain an interesting ac- 
count of the characteristic perseverance, and various 
success with which these and subsequent missionaries 
followed up their undertaking; and though they un- 
derwent a perpetual state of persecution and their lives 
were not unfrequently sacrificed ; a constant succession 
was never wanting to prosecute this object until the 
suppression of the order. In Eg3rpt, besides a con- 
siderable number of the Greek Church who have 
likewise their Patriarch, though they are principally 
strangers by extraction, about twenty thousand Copt 
families still survive, notwithstanding the oppression 
and tyranny under which they have constantly laboured. 
Their number is however diminishing, though there 
are but few converted to Mohammedanism, and the 
seventeen Bishopricks Vansleb found, are now reduced 
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History has preserved to us but few re- 
cords of the Oases J and these almost 
entirely relate to them as places of banish- 
ment. Whether they were thus applied 
when Egypt was governed by its native 
Dynasties or the Greeks does not appear ; 
but the Roman Emperors found them con- 
veniently situated as receptacles for state 
delinquents, and as Ulpian* informs us, 
established them by law for the purpose* 
In the Digests L. 48. Tit. 22. reference is 
made to this practice ; but it would seem, 

to ten. Besides this author's History of the Alexan- 
drian Church, there is an interesting account of its 
rites and ceremonies, in the ** Lettres Edifiantes, 
Mission de' TEgypte :*' . and the Abb6 Renaudot pub- 
lished a valuable History of the Jacobite Patriarchs of 
Alexandria to the end of the thirteenth century at 
Paris 1713. 

• * Ulpian was tutor and minister to the Emperor 
Alexander Severus. He was a zealous persecutor of 
the Christians^ and very celebrated as a lawyer and 
legislator. Being anxious to introduce reform among 
the Praetorian Guards, he was murdered by them A. D. 
^6. Fragments only of his works on jurisprudence 
remain. 
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that» properly speaking, they were only 
to be employed for a temporary confine^ 
ment* of nx months or a year, and not 
perpetual banishment, though this was not 
reary strictly att^ided to. 

The first celebrated person who under* 
went this exile was the Poet JuvenaL His 
biography is obscure, nor do all writers 
agree upon it, but we may gather, that 
having offended the Emperor Domitian by 
the fireedom 6f his satire, or by abuse 
of his favorite the comedian Paris, he was 
sent first with an honourable command to 
Pentapolis in the Thebaid, but afterwards 
in disgrace to the Oasis. He returned, 
however, to Rome on the death of that 
Emperor A. D. 96. and lived till about 128. 

Timasius an eminent General was banish* 
ed here by the Emperor Arcadius, through 
the intrigues of his favorite Eutrc^ius 
A. D. S9tJ ; but it was during the religious 
dissentions occasioned by the Arian con- 

^ Relegatio is the word used, and never exilium. 
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tfoverey, that this mode of punishment was 
principally resorted to by the stronger 
party towards the weaker. Letters of Atha« 
nasius are still extant addressed to his dis- 
ciples who were undergoing this grievous 
durance, and indeed it has been asserted, 
though without sufficient authority, that this 
illustrious champion of Orthodoxy ended 
his days in exile at the insulated territory 
of the Ammonians. 

But among the eminent victims who were 
doomed to expiate their religious errors in 
these desolate tracts none des^ves mention 
more than the celebrated Heresiarch Nes^ 
torius. Four years after his condemnation 
by the council of Ephesus, he was banished 
first to Petra in Arabia, and afterwards to the 
city Oasis, " called also Ibis," by the young- 
er Theodosius, A. D. 435. * Evagrius has 
preserved two of his letters to the Plrefect 
of the Tbebaid : in one he mentions his 
sentence, and in the other he relates his cap* 
ture by the Blemmyes, and subsequent res- 

* Evagrius, Hist. Eel. Lib. 1. Cap. 5. 
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toration by them. '' After the Oasis was, 
as I mentioned above, taken by the barba- 
rians (Blemmyes), and completely laid waste 
and devastated by fire, they who, for what 
cause I know not, carried me off, suddenly 
took compassion and dismissed me, adding 
threats, however, if I did not instantly leave 
the country, for they said the Mazici were 
to take possession as soon as we left it.'' 
After 16 years spent in persecution and mi- 
sery in various parts of Egypt, he died at 
Panopolis. 

I cannot quit this subject without men- 
tioning a few circumstances relating to the 
Blemmyes. Strabo* describes them as sub- 
ject to the Ethiopians, and inhabiting both 
sides of the Nile, on the borders of Egypt, 
to which country, being anomade race, they 
became very troublesome neighbours. They 
first came into notice by assisting Firmus 
in his unsuccessful revolt against Aurelian, 
A. D. 278 ; but as they extended their in- 
roads, and got possession of Coptos and. 
* Strabo, Xj^landri. L. 17. p. 786, 
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Thebes, the emperor Probus, four years af- 
terwards, completely conquered and drove 
them out of the country. They were still 
however, unsubdued, and are mentioned as 
a formidable race in the reign of Diocletian, 
about 287, when that emperor made a de- 
fensive treaty with the Nubians against 
them, and erected a temple in the island of 
Philoe, to celebrate this connexion. The 
*last mention we have of them in history, is 
their sending ambassadors to Constantine 
A. D. 320, acknowledging his sovereignty, 
and claiming his friendship. and protection. 
Pliny t asserts a curious peculiarity of this 
people, namely, that they had no heads, 
their mouths and eyes being fixed in their 
breasts : but the author of the Universal 
HistoryJ, gravely considers this as undoubt- 
edly fabulous, and probably proceeding from 

. * In Kiebuhr'8 Nubian Ingcriptions, mention 10 
made of the conquest of the Blemmjes by Silco, ruler 
of the Noubse^ 

t Plin. Hist. Nat. Lib. 5. Cap. 8. 

t Universal Hist. vol. vi. p« 801. Folio Edit. 
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the shortness of their necks. Vopiscus, in 
his Augustan History, however, gives testis 
mony to the extraordinary appearance some 
Blemmyan captives made whom Probus 
brought to Rome to decorate his triumph. 
Though our examination of the Great 
Oasis had been but partial, and we were in- 
formed by the natives of some further anti- 
quities ; the conviction that we were fore- 
stalled as discoverers, together with the de- 
sire we felt of allowing ample time for the 
numerous objects of curiosity on the banks 
of the Nile, none of which we had yet seen, 
aided perhaps in some degree by the ** des- 
agr6mens" of desert travelling, induced us 
after some deliberation, to resolve upon re- 
turning at once to E^ypt. Accordingly, 
Feb. 27th, we quitted El Carge at seven 
o'clock, and at one arrived at a well, where^ 
we filled the skins, and rested half an hour. 
Close by are the ruins of a Roman fortress, 
consisting of a large enclosure of unburnt 
brick tolerably perfect, with considerable 
vestigeii of tiles and pottery : probably one 
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of the tbree mentipned by Leo A^ricmi^ 
vide page 120, In the afternoon leaving the 
plain we ascended the range of mountaiqi 
which forms the eastern barrier to the val- 
ley of the El Ouahatj and pitched our tentu 
at six o'clock. 

The two following days we continued 
travelling uninterruptedly about 12 hours 
each day, over uneven ridges in nearly a 
due east direction. On the third, March 
2d, we started at seven, and, after winding 
gradually down into a defile betweeii two 
precipitous rocks, to our great joy, about 
ten came unexpectedly in sight of the Nile. 
In two hours we were fairly in the valley of 
Egypt, and after stopping a short time at 
the first village to refresh our horsips, turned 
rather towards the south, and before five 
reached Farshout, about three miles from 
the river ; a place of some importance, being 
governed by a Turkish Katchief, and men- 
tioned by Abd- AUatif in his Cwsug, 

March 3d. As our Bedouins by agree- 
ment left us here, we were detained till 
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twelve in getting asses and fresh camels. 
On quitting Farshout, we continued for 
some time in the richly luxuriant plain; 
but on arriving at a village on the borders 
of the desert, halted till sun-set. At seven 
o'clock we once more entered an arm of it, 
by a gradual ascent, to save us an immense 
detour ; and finding by 10 o'clock no soil 
to hold the strings of our tents, we slept 
that night in the open air. 

March 4th. By the middle of the day we 
again descended into the cultivated country, 
and at sun-set took up our lodging at a small 
village. A march of about five hours the 
following day brought us to our point of 
destination at Esneh, where we rejoined 
our boat, which had arrived twelve days 
before. 

Our expedition had occupied twenty-four 
days from the ninth-of February to the 
•fifth of March, during which We reckoned 
we had travelled near six hundred miles* 



Digiti 



ized by Google 



OA8SS OF UPPER EGYPT. 145 

'\ JSince writing the above pages I have had 
an opportunity of seeing a copy of a splen* 
did work, entitled, « Voyage a POasis da 
Thebes et dans les deserts situ6a a POrient 
et a ^Occident de la Thebaide i" edited by 
M. Jomard member of the French Insti«> 
tute, and published lately at Paris. It con^ 
sists of three parts. The first relates to tra* 
vels and discoveries made to the east of the 
Nile, by M. Cailliaud. The second is an 
account of a journey to the Great Oasis of 
Thebes, by the same author ; and the third 
is the narrative of an expedition, by M« 
Drovetti, to the more western, known to 
him by th6 name of the valley of El Dakel« 
Upon the two latter I shall make a few 
remarks. 

M. Cailliaud left the Nile at Esneh, in 
June 1818, andr proceeding westward, 
reached the Thebaic Oasis at the village of 
Hagageh. To the south of this place he 
found the temple of Douch el Qalah ; and 
to the north another, in the vicinity of BA* 
lac; but his principal discovery was the 
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magnificent edifice near £1 Caig^ of which 
he has given an ample .description^ with 
drawings and plans. His representaticms of 
the temple are beauttfully engraved, and 
very tolerably faithful, though they do not 
do justice to the richness of the surround- 
ing scenery ; but that of the sepulchres by 
no means gives a correct idea of them. 
There is no material difference between his 
measurements of the temple and ours ; but 
there is s6me discrepancy iu our plans, for, 
in the third chamber he places four large 
columns, whereas, we have marked eight 
smaller ones ; and he very nunutely traces 
out the divisions of the side apartments, 
which we were unable to do from their 
ruined state, and the sand with which they 
were filled^ M. Cailliaud expresses great 
surprize that so many travellers, and espe« 
cially Browne, should have overlooked tiie 
splendid ruins he discovered ; but it is ra- 
ther curious that he himself, though pro- 
fessedly in search of antiquities, should have 
passed by the Temples of Cazar el Goetta, 



Digitized by 



Google 



OASES OF UPPER EGYPT* 147 

und Cazar el Zian. Such omissions may, hdw^- 
ever, easily be accounted for, for until the 
Ignorant natives are in some degree accus- 
tomed to strangers, a traveller, unless he 
knows what to look for, finds frequent diffi- 
culty in making them understand, or in 
persuading them to conduct him to the 
different objects of curiosity. 

M. Drovetti left Egypt at Siout, and pro- 
ceeded to El Carge by the regular caravan 
road; discovered there the two temples men- 
tioned above, omitted by M. Cailliaud, and 
then followed the same route by which we 
returned, by En Amour to Bellata* I can- 
not, however, but observe, that though he 
professes to have made this journey the lat- 
ter end of the year 1818, it was in fact in 
the month of February 1819 : and whereas 
he announces himself* as the first European 
who had reached the farther Oasis, or Valley 
of Dakel, in modern times ; it escaped his 
memory that on the 21st of February, about 
three or four in the afternoon, he, on his 
• Voyage a I'Oasis, &c. p. 53. 
t2 
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way to Bellata» about half a day's journey 
from it, met, and had some conversation 
with us, who were on our return. On his 
way back to the Nile, he followed the same 
course as we had taken in setting out. 

The time occupied by M. Cailliaud be- 
tween Farshout and £1 Carg^, and by M. 
Drovetti between the latter place and fiel^ 
lata agrees very nearly with our calcula- 
tions ; but there is a material difference be- 
tween the situation of these towns in the 
map drawn by M. Jomard, to illustrate the 
narratives of these travellers, and in that 
we have attempted to lay down. One of 
the chief causes of this is, that the French 
geographer has taken a much less average 
than we for an hour's march. The rate of 
two English miles and three quarters for 
the longer journey, and three miles for the 
shorter in direct distance, is, I am fully 
aware, more than is usually allowed ; but 
it must be taken into account that our 
camels being few in number, and but light- 
ly laden, travelled considerably faster than 
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when heavily burdened, and encumbered 
by a numerous caravan; and that in a 
journey from one point to another across 
the desert, the deviations from the straight 
line cannot be great. The best reason, 
however, for adopting this scale is, that by 
it we are enabled to make our calculations 
of the sites of the main points agree with 
one another, which would not otherwise be 
the case ; and for the same cause we have 
placed Bellata only seven minutes to the 
north, whereas M. Drovetti makes it due 
north-west of El Carge*. The difference 
then amounts to this. 

El Carge, according to Browne 29^ 1' E. Long. 

26<> 25' N. Lat. . 

According to M. Jomard 30® 31' E. Long* 

26^ 12' N. Lat. 

According to us 30® 10' £. Long. 

26® I'N. Lat. 

Bellata according to M. Jomard 29® 28' E. Long. 

26' 48' N. Lat. 
According to us 28® 25' £. Long. 
26® 8' N. Lat. 
* M. Drovetti, page 104, admits the difficulty of 
correctly estimating the camel's pace; in point of fact, 
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But the Valley of Dakel affords a still 
wider field for contention, since the French 
map and ours have a difference of not less 
tham a quarter of the compass, in the rela- 
tive positions of the places in this Oasis. 
M. Jomard indeed confesses, that in this 
part of his subject he is working in the 
dark, for he says : • " M. le Chevalier 
Drovetti a qui j'ai I'obligation de Pitineraire 
du vallon d' el Dakel n'ayant foumi que 
des distances approximatives, et peu de di- 
rections je ne donne cette partie que comme 
conjecturale.'* Perhaps under these cir- 
cumstances it would have been better not 
to have ventured upon a map at all, though 
M. Jomard could not foresee the extent to 
which he would be led astray. 

M. Drovetti in commencing his tour of 
.this Oasis, as we did from Bellata, gives 

any calculations made from it must be but vague, and 
nothing can be attempted but to give a very general 
idea of sites and positions. Of course we do not pre* 
tend to vouch for the accuracy of any one of ours. 
* Voyage a TOasis, ^c. p« 13. 
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the distances and respective sites <^ scmie 
of the villages, but omits that of others ; the 
consequence is, his geographer having nei* 
ther charts or bearings to assist him, is con- 
fused, and, 1 know not why, makes this val* 
ley of Dakel extend north and south in^ 
stead of east and west. 

That M. Drovetti should have made this 
mistake on the spot is scarcely possible, 
and a passage in his journal will prove that 
one at least of the main points in M. Jo* 
mard's map is placed in a wrong direction^ 
** Du Qasr faisant route au Nord, on peut 
en moins de quatre jours aller a POasis de 
Parafr6 d*ou Ton passe a la petite Oasis.*' 
Now as Qasr or El Cazar is marked in his map 
at the southern extremity, it would be absurd 
to make this calculation from tlience ; but 
we have placed it to the north-west, which 
would be the natural point to reckon from : 
if too the Valley runs to the south instead 
of to the west of Bellata, why does the 
route from the Thebaic Oasis join it at the 

• Voyage a rOa^iSy &c. p. l(H. 
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most northern, and consequently most diif. 
tant point instead of the more southern and 
nearer ? 

M. Drovetti mentions all the places we 
have marked in oiur map, but as differently 
situated with respect to one another. Our 
positions were taken with a compass from 
an eminence, but as many of these places 
were at a distance we may not improbably 
have been mistaken, and our guides may 
have called one by a name which belonged 
to another. Whether this is the case or not 
I must leave to future travellers to decide, 
and I heartily hope that the present favour- 
able opportrmity of visiting Egypt, will not 
be allowed to pass by without the geography 
c£ this interesting district being correctly 
ascertained. 

THE END. 



G. WoodikU, Printer, 
Angel Covrt, Skhmer Btitet, London. 
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